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The 

; IRREGULARITY 

' Of a Private Prayer in a *Publick 


C ongregation. 


SIR, 
Have ſent you herein my repeared 
[| and enlarged Thoughts, upon what 
was once the ſubject of our ſerious 
diſcourſe ; wherein I would not at all 
; diſparage, or in the leaſt undervalue rhe 
' private prayers and devotions of any 
perſon, whether of the Lazty, or Clergy; 
whether thoſe prayers be by hmſelf 
compoſed, or by others ; whether rhey 
be premeattated, or ſomerimes ejacularo- 
ry ; whether fxed, or occaſional ;, oral, 
or mental ; for thus, and all rheſe ways, 
every truly Religions Chriſtian prays, 
and undoubtedly finds the benefi CRP 
ecls 


 — —— 


(2) 
feels the comfort of ſuch holy breath- 


ings forth of his Soul unto Heaven in 


his privare receſles. | 

But that any Perſon, eſpecially (ach 
who have enrred into holy Orders in 
this Church of England, ſhould preſume 
roule any Prayers in Publick of his own 
private conception, whether premeditare, 
or extemporary, before , or after his 
Sermon,other than thoſe Prayers,which 
are by publick Authority allowed, and 
publiſhed to that end ; I humbly con- 
ceive(with ſubmiſſion ro my Superiors) 
to be unlawſul in ſeveral reſpeRs, 


Firſt. 7 a diſorder and confuſion in 


the ſervice of God : For thus the Publickh 


. and Private Worſhip of God, ate con- 
founded, whilſt thoſe private Prayers: 
which. our Lord hath confined ro the 
private Cloſer , do yet, contrary to his 
expreſs command appear in publick, and 
ulucp the place of his publick Service 
in the Congregation. The holy duties 
of publick and private Prayers» as. they 
are 


(3) 


are diſtin in their own nature, and 
conſtant uſe, ſo'they are diſtinguiſhed 
by our Lord, and diſtin rules preſcri- 
bed for the diſtinCt and diſcreet perfor- 
mance of either Duty. Firſt, for prevate 
Prayer, Mar. 6. 6. When thou prayeſt , 
enter into thy Cloſet, —ſpeaking in the 
ſingular number to every particular per- 
ſon- Secondly, for publick Prayers v.7. - 
But when ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, 
—ſpeaking in the plural number to 
many afſembled togerher : where, to 
avoid the Heatheniſh praQice of much 
ſpeaking,. or multitudinous words in 
Prayer, v. 8. a ſhort and moſt excel- 
lent Form is given us. v. 9. Thus then 
publick prayer being diſtinguiſhed by 
our Lord from private, we are thereby 
forbidden to confound them in their 
uſe and praCtice : 1 Cor. 14- 40. Let all 
things be done decently, and in order ; 
not prepoſterouſly, and diſorderly, one 
part of divine worſhip undermining 
another, and the lefler and more par- 


ricular uty Duſurping upon the greater 
and 


( 4) 
and more general religious Office. 


Secondly , 'T is nor only a diſorderly, 
bur alſe an unreaſonable JService»s and 10 
not likely to be acceptable tro him» who 
is both the God of Order , and of Wi(- 
dom. And the unreaſonablenels af this 
private prayer in publick, will appears, by 
confidering, Thar all prayers offer'd 
upuntoGod in publick, myſt be pub» 
.* uckly known, conſented unto, and: a» 

orged upon (which the private prayer 
generally 15 not) by all rhem that joyn 
therein. Lpon which agreement (and 
nor orherwiſe)- Chriſt bath promiſed 
his preſence, v:z. 10 bear our Pzayers, 
and grant our requeſts. Mat. 18.19,20, 
Again, 1 ſay unto you ;, 1f two of you fhall 
agree upon Earth, touching any thing they 
hall ark, it ſhall be done unto them of my 
Father, which is tn Heaven : for where 
rwo or three are pathered together, there am 
{ in the midſt of them ; whereupon ſaith 
the Gloſs out of Or:gen, This us the cauſe 
we are not heard when we prays in that we 


agr Ee 


3 _ #Þ. — 


» 


jak, 


CY 
agree not in all things, —For as in Muſick 
there muſt be haymony- and agreement of 
voices, or elſe it deliphts not the hearer ; 
{o in the Church, an aſſent and agreement 
rs necefſary, or elſe God ts not pleaſed, net- 
ther will he hear the vorce of our prayers, 
'Tis this agreement in prayer thar de— 
nominates our publick worthrp of God 
Common Prayer, becaufe apre:d upon 
by common Conſent z which doth pre” 
ſuppole, rhat tis known to all, thar all 
may joyn therein : So 1t was ever in 
the Church of Chriſt, the faithful 
knew whar chey prayed for ; andrhis» 
not at the fecond hand, from rhe 
mouth of the Miniſter, bue b+fore they 
joyned with him. So Saint Chryſoftome, 
Hom. 6. in Tim. You that are faithful 
know, what things are to be defired m 
Prayer, becauſe all Prayer , viz. that ts in 
publick , ought to be common. T15 the ex- 
hortation of Jonatins, Eb. ad Mann. 
who lived in the rimes ot the Apoſtles, 
and faw our Lord in rh- fleth, That we 
aſſemble together in one place, and uſe one 
B Drayer 


prayer common to all : For if the prayers 
of a Congregation be not known,com- 
mon, and agreedupon, then 


Firſt, the people cannot joyn therein, 
it being lirtle leſs than the ſacrifice of 


fools, for men to ask of God they know | 


not what, but wholly depend upon the 
Miniſters unknown expreſſicns. 


Secondly, A Prayer, that is unknown * 
before it be offered up, is toan Engliſh 7 
man, though fpoi.ca- in Engliſh, as a | 
Latin prayer to him who underſtands 
no Latin, for they are both lame and 
maimed, and c:nnot ſtand with com- © 
mon ſenſe, except they make uſe of * 
chat Crutch, which we ſo much blame 
in the Papiſts, viz. an wmpluate faith to 
ſupport - tg and both che one and 
the orher do equally tranſgreſs that 
rule of prayer preſcribed by the Apo- 
ſtle, x Cor. 14.15, 1 will pray with the 
ſpirit, ana will pray with the underſtanding © 


alſo, 


As. is. 5 


| Laws and Orders of this particular Church 
| the breach of that ſolemn promiſe, 


! ned, hath made 5 no man being admit- 


E999) 
Thirdly, It # againſt both the Judg- 

ment and praftice of the Univerſal Church 

of Chriſt : no foorſteps there- | 

of are to be found in Antl- * Concil. Lee 

quity bur many Canons of 94. &*/: _ 

the Church againſt it , *? 37% © 


1% & 
whereof ſome are noted 4 Condit. 


in the Margin. * Milevit. 24, 

An.416. Can, 
12, Concil, Epaunen|, celeb. An, 509, (oncul, 
Gerund, celeb, An. 516. C. 1. Concil, Toes, 
quart, Can, 2, (oncil, Venet. celeb, An. 452. 
Can, 15, Concil, Bracor, 1. celeb, An. 562, 
Ig. & 20, & 22, Concil. Vaſen, celeb, 4.42. 
Can. 5,6, © 7. 


Fourthly , Ti a tranſpreſſion of the 
of” England, and this accompanied with 
which every Miniſter, lawfully ordai- *' 


ted into holy Orders, until! he hath at- 
teſted rhe lawfulneſs of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, and promiſed that he himſelf 
wull uſe the ſame and no other in publick, 

B 2 {ub- 


(-8' 3 
ſubſcribing with his own hand this at- 
re{tztion 2nd promiſe : 1o that the cog- 
trary practice in-the uſe of any provate 
priyer by any Miniſter of rhis Church 
18 2 breach of Frelity to the Church,and 
ro the Reverend FHz/bop that Ortdained 
him. / | 

Fiftly » Ts alſo a tranſgreſſion of the 
Common Law of the Land, which in the 
Acts of Parliament for Uniformity in 
Common-prayer, both old and new, 
enjoyns peremptorily, under ſevere 
penalties, That no man ſhall uſe any 
prayers openly or in publick» but ſuch as 
are ſet forth in the ſaid book : (o that both 
inthis aud in the former reſpects tis an 
a of Diſobedience to the higher Pow- 
ers, and breach of the fifth Command- 
menr. 

I might adde, in the laſt place, the 
Non: coatormity of this practice with 
all other Proteſtant Communicants be- 
yond the Seas, chcir Miniſters being 
neither fond of it theinſelves, nor per- 
micted ſuch a liberry by their Gover- 
nors. 0bjeft. 
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(9) 

O0bjet. But to ſolve all theſe parti- 
culars, tis (aid, A private prayer before 
Sermon is allowed, nay enjoyned by the 
55th. Canon of the Church» which is 
called indeed a Form of Prayer, but 
therein the Miniſter is not bound up 
to the uſe of che fame words, but may 
pray 70 that effett. 

Anſw, Fiſt, Bur ſurely there is no 
mad, that underſtandeth {enſe, ard is 
not blinded with prejudice, will tay» 
That the iorm preſcribed jn the Ca+ 
nons is a / 2174 of prayer, bur an £x- 
hortatton 0i1'y to move the people to 
joyn in prayer for Chriſt's Holy Catholick 
Church, for the King's Majeſty, for —— 
and tis molt properly called a b:4ding of 
Prayer. Aud *rwas Mr. Cartwright- 
that Ring-leader of the Puritan Facti- 
on, in the time of Q. Ekzaberh, who 
firſt turned rhis Bidding prayer into a 
long prayer of his own head ; and 'twas 
the very Engine, whereby he and his 
tollowers undermined the Common 
Prayers of the Church, | 
| Secondly, 


(10) 
Secondly, Becauſe the obſervance of 
this Canon was obnoxious to the cen- 
fure and exceptions of many » who de— 
firedan abſolute Prayer in ſtead of thar 
bidding Form, it was propoſed ar the 
Convocation held 4n. 1640. thar ir 
mighr be ſo ordered, and accordingly 
there was a ſhort Prayer drawn up,com- 
priſingall rhe heads of the Canon ; rhe 
which, notwithſtanding the confidence 
ſome had of its univerſal reception, 
was rejected by the moſt Reverend 
Archbiſhop, who judged it neither ſafe 
nor fittng to alter that Canon, which 
was founded on rhe Injunctions of 
&ueen Elizabeth, and King Edward the 
Sixth, at the firſt Reformation 5 which 
ſufficiently evinceth the ſaid Canon ro 
pe no Prayer, nor yet lawtully to be al- 
tered, auduſed Prayer-wiſe. 
* - Thirdly, Tz @ preſumptuous uſurpa- 
tron and affront upon the Church of Chriſt, 
for any man rothruſt himſelf upen ſuch 
a Miniſterial Office, as he is got by the 
Authority of trheChurch intruſted with- 
all, 
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(11) 
all, and whoſoever acts the Presbyterian 
in this particular, becomes [ndependants 
the one having no more juſt Authority 
derived from the Church that ordained 
him, to uſe ſuch a private Prayer of his 
own in publick, than the other hath ei- 
ther to preach, or pray in publick, being 
not admitted into holy Orders, nor 
lawfully called rhereunto. 

Fourthlys '1 is an [Innovation in Relt. 
gon, a new up ſtarr practice, brought 
into the Church nor above 70 years 
ago, and may therefore be reckoned 2n- 
ter profanas vocum novitates, which the 
Apo'tle admoniſhed ro avoid , even all 
profane and vain bablings, 1 Tim. 6. 20. 
canting language, new words, and mew 
ways, ſuch as are contrary to thoſe old 
paths, and thoſe good ways, which the 
lord commands us to enquire after, ani 
to walk therein, Jer. 16. 16. And ſuch 
New ways are fitly called profane, quaſ# 
procul a fans, ſaith the Commentator» 
Lyra in loc. becauſe far from the Ter. 
pl-, Or different from the words and 
ways 
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way$of Chriſt's Church, and contrary 
to the Apoſtles Depoſitum tene, in the 
following words, hold faſt that which is 
commuttea to thee, x Tim. 6. 1.e. ſaith 
rhe Father, quod tzb: creditum, non quod 
4 te inventum 5 what the Church,where- 
by rhou arcadmirred to the Miniſterial 
Fundtion, hath committed to thy truſt, 
and commanded thee to obſerve, hold 
faſt char, keep cloſe ro that, not fol- 
lowing thine own fancy and invention 
r0 bring in what is New, which ever 
undermines the Old and true way. of 

Divine worſhip. 
Fifthly, If a Call or command from 
God be herein pretended, though not allowed 
. be the Church, yet in this particular they are 
_ at a toſs, except they prerend imme- 
"diate Revelation with the Enthuſtaſts ; 
_ forehere is neither” command, ncr ex- 
ample in holy Writ to juſtifie rhis Pri- 
vare prayerin Publick : We have ma- 
ny Sermons of the Apoſtles upon re« 
cord, but no Prayer before any of 
them, ſo rhar this 1s an a of uſurpa- 
(ION 
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rion , upon the Publick Divine Wor- 
ſhip, a preſumprion to do thar, which 
God hath no where commanded ; nor 
the Church of Chriſt allowed, 

Sixthly, Liberty being permitred for 
any perlon of wit perſwaſion foever 
to vent his private conceptions by way 
of Prayer in publick, opens a pap to Hee 
reſy and Schiſm im the Church + to Seditt- 
on and Rebellion in the Kingdom. For 
rheir private errois and devgns being 
inſerted in their prayers, do infinuate 
incothe Aﬀections. and more mightily 
inflame the People, than by any other 
way of perſwaftion whatſoever, Old 
Tiuchs being undermined by New 
waySof Worſhip, and vain bablings, 
rhe conſtane Parents of errors in the 
Faith. 1 Tim. 6. 20,21. | 

Seventhly, Thus Separations and Dt- 
viſions, both among ſt Miniſters and Peg - 
þle,. are bred and nourtſhed: tor whilſt 
one Miniſter , or gifted man (as ſuch 
are called) prays thus, and thns, and 
and another in a way » and with words 

C divers 
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divers from him : one ſort and ſet of 
men likes this mans way method, and 
language, tone and geſture; another 
ſorr iS raken inore with anothers way. 
——Hence, One ſaith, I am of Paul; and 
another, 1 am of Apollo : and another, I of 
Cephas, 1x Cor. 1.12. which is the life 
and being of Schiſm: the remedy 
whereof is ro obey that moſt parheri- 
cal exhortation, Now [ beſeech you Bre- 
thren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt , that ye all fpeak the ſame thing, 
That there be no droifions among you. 
I Cor. 1.10.. To ſpeak the ſame thing, 
and to uſe rhe ſame words in the pub- 
lick worſhip of God : or, as the ſame 
. Apoſtle, to glorifie God with one mind, 
and with one mouth, is the way to avoid 
'divifions, and to take off the people 


\ from their partiality and fondneſs, in 


preferring one Miniſter before another, 
merely for their leſs or more eminen- 
cieSin this unwarrantable way of pray- 

ing. 
Eighthly, By zb1s Private prayer, the 
Pub- 


(15) 
Publick prayers of the Church are imphed 
to be imperfet and defictent 3 are /lighted, 
nay contemned, and undermined. For they, 
with whom this way is in repute, ge- 
nerally {light , and flabber over the 
Common. prayer careleſly, irreverently » 
and indevourly z but to their own con- 
ceived prayers give all the advantages 
of ſeeming zeal, both in their rone and 
language, elevarion of eyes, hands ,— 
and no marvel then that the one be ſo 
much applauded by the vulgar, and the 
other {lighted ; eſpecially when they 
are perſwaded by theſe Enthuſiaſts, 
that Common-prayer> and all the Ce- 
remonies in rhar celebration, are raken 
out of the Maſs-book; that they are 
but a dead lerter, and the invention of 
mans whereas the private , concetved; 
Preyer, is no leſs than the immegiate 
influence of the holy Spirit of God. 
objett. Ar lcaft they lay, That Pray- 

'<&1S read in a Book have not that quick— 
ning vigour in them, like to the prayer 
memoriter, and without book 5 the one 
| GC 2 ſlavours 
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ſavours of the deadneſs of the Letter, 
the other of the quickning Spirir, 
Anſw. But in holy prayer ir 1s not 
the words ſaid, whether written, or not 
written, whether ſaid within, or without 
book , but the affectionate Zeal-of him 
thac prays That gives vigor and <ffica- 
cy 10 this holy Duty 3 and where this 
1s wanting> the fault is not in the Pray- 
ers th:mſelves, bur in the perſons, that 
profanely flight and undervalue chem 
the deadneſs they talk of, lies in their 
own hearts, which are nor rouched 
wirh the quickning ſpicit of devotion, 
In the uſe of thole holy and good pray- 


. ers. And whoſoever,ls more affeed 


with a conceiv-d than a wrirren pray- 
er, thinks ſure, that the one is more 
;mmediareiy by inſpirarion from Hea- 
ven than the other, and ſo ſmels ſtrong 
Mk hes of the Herefie of En- 
tas ex parte ran. CRuftam 3 I am ſure, ro 
zis, non ex ſubli- (peak tooliſhly and im- 
mitate vel ſevtiit= vertinently > hath been 


tate verborum, ſed 
bonilitate & de- Uſually acccunted, and 


called 
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(17] 
called fpeaking without Book. —_ fe 
orat penſanda eſt, Jac. Alyar. de inquil. pac. 

O0bjeft. 3. There be many Eviſco- 
pal perſons, and ſuch wh: both uſe and 
are zealous for the Liturgy of the 
Church, do y+«t uſe private prayer of 
their own before Sermon ; the which 
ſurely they would never do, it they 
conceived ir unlawtui. 

Anſw, This 1s done, ris confeſt, by 
many perſons of known worth and in- 
tegriry; ſome with good intentions, to 
win upon ſuch-pertons, whom no 0- 
ther kind of prayers will pleaſe 3 ſome 
that cheir private prayer may be a 
Pattern» whereby their people may. 
learn to pray in private : and for theſe 
reaſons, 1 conceive, this practice hathi 
been, and is [till overlook'd by Ecfleti- 


aſtical Superiors. Buc in th- general, '.--- 


this cuſtom is co'1tinued through inad- 
Vverrency, in nor conſidering,and deep. 
ly weighing the equity or zniquity, fitneſs 
or unfitneſs thercot 5 no; can the pra» 


Tice 
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Etice of this, or any other cuſtom prove 
the ſame to be lawful, There is a 
to. difference betwixt 
precipitat tra. a Cuſtom founded upon 
on per Manns the principles of rrath 
oa wi he and equity, and ſuch a 
plis: ſanabimur, Cuſtom as is Contrary 
ſs modo ſepare- hereunto, how plauſible 
mur a cath, Se 

neca de vicz be. Tſoever, Many perſons 
atae alſo rhat are eminent in 
knowledge, and piery- in the general, 
may, through long cuſtom, 'and many 
examples, fail in ſome particulars 
through inconſideration. 

Objef. 4. Tis obſervable by expe+ 
rience, that variety of expreſſions, 
and change of Forms in prayer, do 
more work upon the Afﬀections of the 
People, and ſtir up their Devotions, 
than.one and the ſame conſtant ſtand- 
Ing Form. 

An(w, 1. This doth more tickle the 
itching ears of the people indeed 3 and 
the itching of the ears comes from the 
corruption of the heart: And ſurely 
their 
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their devotion is very cold, that maſt be 
warmed by variery of expreſſions 3 the 
which in preaching may be commenda- 
ble, bur not in praying, except by way of 
privare ejaculations, it being one great 
defign of Exhortations, and moving 
ing admonitions in Sermons, tro excite 
cheir Aﬀections ro what is taught» and 
exhorred unro : whereas holy Prayer 
is not the cauſe, bur the effec and iſſue 
of devour Aﬀections 5 and tis then on- 
ly acceptable unto God, when it comes 
from a hearr replete with humility, 
compunCtion, fervor, and Divine love, 
which do neceſlarily infer foreknow- 
ledge of the Prayers we uſe, that they 
be ſuch, as whereby our devcut Afﬀe- 
ions may be expreſled, 

Anſw,2. lr is generally obſerved by 
the Maſters of Myſtical T heology , and 
Spiritual Life, that there is a /enfible * 
Devotion, which begins 1n the ſenſitive 
Nature. producing tenderneſs of fpi- 
rit, drawing often ſighs from the bo- 
ſome, and rears from the eyes, and be- 
gets 
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gets.a ſecret deleCtarion and ſweetneſs 
1n the loul; with which many perſons 
are much raken and tranſported, as 
conceiving ſuch pleafing delights in 
Prayer to be no other than rhe influen- 
ces ofthe holy Spirit of God, And yet 
this exterior pleaſute of a ſenſible De- 
vorion 15 not always a ſign of a * ſound 
and right remper of holineſs in rhe 
ſoul : Becaule, Fzr/f, many wicked ir+ 
regenerate perſons may, and have en: 
joyed the ſame. Secondly, it may pro” 
ceed from the natural remper. T hrrdly, 
from the vehemenc inteation of rhe 
mind. Fourthly, from the mournful 
rone, cadence of words , aud power of 
language. And ſuch (enfjble delights» 


*even in Prayer, are ſometimes the infi- 


nuations and illuſions of the Evil (pi- 
rit, to puff up the ſoul with /elf-love, 
vain-glory, preſumption . in Gods favour, 


— 


* Fac, Alba, de 114 af pac. lib, 2.PAY. 7J.,CAp, 
3. Sant, Soph, Tratt,z. ſerm, 2.C, 5. 
and 
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and contempt of others. I deny noe bur 
ſuch ſenſible conſolarions are ofcen the 
influences of the holy and rue Spirir, 
given us for our encouragement in ho- 
ly and divine Offices, in the love of 
God and obediener. Bur there is great 
diſcretion and humility alſo required in 
the uſe we make of them ; neitherare 
we over-highly to eſteem of them (as 
the 'Caſuilt * obſerves, Y Becauſe they 
are neither true virtues; neither are they 
neceſſary inſtruments of proficiency in true 
devotion : for without ſuch ſenſible conſo- 
lations , many holy perſons have aſcended 
to a great height of virtue, and purity of 
mind. 

1 he ſtrongeſt Devotions, and moſt, 
effectual Prayers, are ſeldomeſt atten 


— A — 
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' . 
* Conſolationes ſenſibiles quumwis non'ſunt de- 
ſpiciende, non [unt; tamen ſupra medum eſti: 
mande : quia ner vere viginies, x66 [lidaruym 
viriutum effeflne, vec neceſſaria pr felis inſtru” 
menta, ſme quibus plurimi ad magnam virturem, 
ac mentis puritatem aſcendunt, Jic, Alv. ibid? 


ded 


| | 
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ded with theſe ſenfible confolations > 
and ſweernefſes, which flow ia upon 
variety of taking expreſſions ; - for a 
grear Devotion is like a great Grief, 
which 1s not fo expreflive in words, as 
a leſS moderare paſſion : a leſſer Griet 
alſo is waſted away by rears and com- 
plainrs» whilſt rhe greater is both more 
ſilent, and more laſting 3 ſo the leſs and 
more weak deyotion of the Soul is 
breathed out and waſted in variety of 
language, bur not the ſolid, ſtrong-and 
laſting fervor. Such was the prevailing 
devotion of Moſes, when he fell down 
before the Lord, Dear. 9.18.25. and thar 
of Hannah , when ſhe prayed in the 'T em- 
ple, 1 Sam. 1.10, 11, Their words in 
their prayers were few, and low, un- 


theards bur their deſires and affections - 


ſtrong and prevalent, as being not waſt- 
ed by much ſpeaking. And ſuch was 
that Devotion of our Lord in the Gar- 
den, and on the Croſs, when he poured 
ont his Soul in prayers and ſupplicari- 
ons With ſtrong crying and tears : Heb. 


>L 
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5. 7, His words were few, but his de- 
vorion great, and prevailing mightily ; 
which devotion was neither begotten, 
nor increaſed, nor poured forth in a 
floud of language, and various expreſſt- 
ons, for he went away (ſaith the holy 
Ghoſt) and prayed, ſaying the ſame words. 
Mat. 26. 44. $0 rhat ſettled and ſtin- 
ted Forms of Prayer may be expreſſive 
enough of the greateſt Devotion : nor 
is God more pleaſed, or the 'Soul rhar 
prayerh more profited by variery of 
expreſſions, though the exterior plea- 
ſure of a ſenſible devorion may be raiſed 
thereby. | 


Obje. 5. Bur tinted forms of Pray., 
er cannot ſuir with all tempers and con- 
ditions : a Garment may as well 'be* 
made to fir the changeable Moon, as «, 
one Form of Prayer ro fit all men, or 
any one man ar all times. 


x 


Anſw. 1. Tis true, that limited forms 
of Prayer cannot be fitted to every 
D 2 mans 
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man's fancie and affeion , eſpecially 
among ſuch mza where ſuch prayers * 
are Either {uſpeted, or coldly entet- | 
[| tained + bur they, may be. fitred ro all 
mens neceſſities, though not ro their cu= 
rioſities, they may be ſuch as may ſat» * 
ciently ſerve every mans duty, rhough 
: 


er A nn  OO—g 
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| not pleaſe all mens fancres. 


Anſw.:2. Though they ſuit not with | 
Bit every: man's particular condztzor in-all 
i circumſtances, ris no argument agaialt #4 
$i chem ; for that would conclude againſt *' 
ll all Laws: whatſoever, wherein tis 1im- 
Fl poſſible to make proviſicn”for all par- 

| ricular circumſtances and accidents thar 

| occur -. tis ſufhcicnt;, that al! Publick 

| '$andtians.do ſecure the publick Inte- 
| | «ſt, and whatſoever hath influence up- 
' | | on pyblick Societies and Communities 


of. men» 


Anſw. 3. Fvery man's private Con- 
dition, whercin' he may be ſeparate 
{.om the publick, is to be. ficted by his 
private 
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private prayers; and therein he hath. li- 
berty to expatiare himſelf ; and enjoy 
all thoſe fancied benefits, and felf+ 
plealing ſweernefſes, which variery abd 
liberty can afford him ; that which 
cannot bz expeCted in publick prayers, 
which are of a publick: nature and de- 
ſign, ſuiring with publick jntereſts, the 
duries,and conditions of all Chriſtians 
and providing alſo tor publick Events, 
that are either probable, or can be rati. 
onally foreſeen. 


Anſw. 4. T here are many Circum-. 
ſtances relating ro particular mens bu. 
fineſſes, that are nor fir'to be inſerted 
in the publick Service of-rhe Church, 
or to be mentioned in publick. ' It 1s” 
more ſafe and prudent to recommench 
many things unto God 1n, general:ex- 
preſſfions, than to inſiſt particularly 
and poſitively upon them, eſpecially 
in ſuch rhings as are remporal-and 
worldly, wherein men are more apt to 
be poſitive, and expreſſive than bexcom- 
eth. 


hh 
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eth. Our bleſſed Saviour knew well 
enough che particular wants and condi- 
tions of his Diſciples, when they begg'd 
ofhim to be raught ro prays; yet he 
defcends not: ro any enumeration of 
thoſe particulars, but gives them a 
Form of Prayer in general/terms, be- 
_ it was for a publick/ uſe and bc- 
nenur, | 


 Anſw. 5. \f any defects and incon- 
veniences be fancied in thoſe: devour 
and accutate peayers of rhe Church, 
which have (been tramed and approved 
by che long experience of 1600. years, 
to fit all publick concerns, and meet 
with all neceſſary conditions, ro be 


'commended unto God in publick 5 how 
amnch more may we fear che many #m- 


convemences » diſorders , wregularities— 
in theprivate prayer, though pretended 
to complete and fill ap the emprineſs of 
the publick 7 The aefefts, and imperti- 
nencies, tautologies, errors and blaſphe- 
mes of many fach private prayers are 
obvious 


> 
. 
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obvious 10 eachmans obſervation. 


Objeth. 6, Tis further ſaid, that it 
may as well be ordered, that one coms 
mon Sermon ſhould be preached in all 
Churches, and ar 2ll tithes, as rhat one 
common Prayer ſhould be conſtantly 
uſed, and no other. 


Anſw, 1; The Church-does indeed 
truſt all her Prieſts, and Deacons 10 
preach to the people, and by way of Ser- 
mon to exerciſe their gifrs for che edifi- 
cation of others; wherein variety of 
exprethons are very ulcful go move, 
excite, admoniſh , exhorr, reprove,— 
which are the ends of preaching, nor fo. 
of praying, as betore was obſerved. 


Anſw. 2. If the Miniſter chance to 
fail by :mperrinenr, tedious, or any Ir- 
regular exprefſions in' preaching, the 
marrer is .of Jels moment than to err in 
prayer : Recaule, firſt, it is more fate ro 
be bold wirh the people than with che 
great 


(28) 

great Majeſty of Heaven ; the people 
may pardon an indiſcretion,a rudeneſs, 
2 miſtake, if any ſuch happen in a Ser- 
mon ; bur that boldneſs, or impadence 
rather, which ventures io offer up un- 
to God their miſtakes and undecent ex- 
preſſions, 1s nor ſo: venial, and ealy 
pardonable. Secondly, Sermons to the 
people are bur the means, not any e(- 
ſerial part of Gods worſhip ir ſelf ; 
bur holy Prayer is. a parr and a princi- 
part of Gods outward worſhip; ſo thar 
ro Miſtake and erre-in the 05.e, 1s but 2m 
diſcretion, if not wiltal ; but toerr in the 
other is zmprety, and zrreligion. A mis 
ſtake, a falſhood in prayer, is not a ye 
unto men, but unto God, Atts 5. 4,5. 
the great Sin for which Anamas and 
Sapphrra were ſtruck with ſudden dearth. 
W hich ſhould Rrike rhe hearts of all 
men with ſuch an awful fear, as nor to 
dare to utter any thing unto God, thar 
may prove falſe, or be improper ro be 
ſpoken; nor yer to go beyond. what 
they are authoriz'd to fay'1n FReee 

y 
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by the commands of God, and- of his 
Church. | 


je. 7. Our Saviour prayed Exe 
tempary, and by the Spirir, and his 
Prayer (John 17.) was long, and no 
part of a Liturgy. 


Anſw. Thoſe Prayers of our Lord, 
which are recorded, were not Extem« 
pory» bur ſer forms, and parts of the 
Jewiſh Liturgy in the Temples which 
might be proved by particulars, -if it 
yere not too tedious to be here infer. 
red 2 And his prayer Joh. 17. was 
private, not a publick prayer 5. *rwas 
deſigned indeed to a publick uſe and 
benefir, not offered up in publick, and 
with his Diſciples, though for, andin 


their behalf: and *rwas a prayer that 


was proper and peculiar ro Chrift a- 
lone, as the only Mediator betwixe 
Godand man; and fo nor to be drawn 
into an example, 


E 06y. 
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i Diyge 8. Solomon pray'd in the Tem-" 
ple a prevate prayer of his own in publick, 
2 Chron. 6. So did Hezekzas, » Chron. 
30-118. ::So did. Eah rhe: Propher, 
x K2ngs.18.16. and: Se, Paul the Apo+ 
ſtle/: As 20. 36. 


Anſw. All theſe prayers, with all 
cthers ;recorded in; holy Writ, were 
undoubtedly the immediate dictates of 
God's holy Spirit, whereunto no man, 
withgut. fin and prelumprion, may pre- 
tend,atleaſt not depend and relie there- 
upoR: -» And as: for: St. Paul's prayer, 
Aits:20« 86: whether twas 'aſer Form 
 ergor, tis.notexpreſid; nor yer many: 
of our.,Saviour's prayers upon' recatd, 
and ſo, no: argument pro, or conto be 
drawg from thence; |, 


_ . Objeftag, The- Fathers frequently 
begancherr Homjlies with prayers, and 
St, Paw-'himſelt began and ended his 
Epiſtles with prayers, and ere is a 
prove: extant of Saint Ambroſe, which 

uſed before his Sermon. An. 
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Anſw.' But what kind ofiPrayers 
thele were is nor conſidered, viz: ſhort 
ColleEts, or : rather! Ejaculations,/-im- 
ploring the Divine Aſſiſtance, -which 
they uſed not always before, but ſome- 
times in the midſt of their Sermons\al- 
ſo, when they treated of ſome:high 
myſtery of Godlineſs, ot other [matter 
of difficulty, or were tranſported with 
more than ordinary zeal to the practice 
of ſuch of ſuch a virtue, or the eradica- 
tion of ſome reigning offence amongſt 
the people ; as 1s frequent in many of 
St. Chryſoſtome's Homilies. And: of 'St+ 
Ambroſe , he, being a Metropolitan, 
might ſurely aſſume ſuch a power,"to 
compoſe 'a- prayer for: his 'own uſe. 
which is not, nay onght.not ro 'be'al - 
lowed to every interior Presbyter. | $&+ 
condly, becauſe he uſed a ſhort prayer, 
and this but ſomerimes before his Ser- 
mon. ir dorh nor follow, That: every 
green-headed Miniſter may uſe a prayet 
of his own private conception twenty 
times as long as the. 'orher, and'fo. fully 
E 2 45 
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as far diſtant from the pattern which 
our Lord hath given us; which is alſo 
anſwer ſufficient to St. Paul's example 
objected- 


Objeft. 10. But St. Avguſtine affirms 
the neceſſity of this Prayer before Ser- 
mon» ſaying That Queen Eſther prayed 
for the temporal ſafety of her Nation, be- 
fore ſhe adventured to ſpeak before the 
King Ahaſuerus, that God would be plea- 
ſed to put into her mouth congruous words. 
How much more ought we to pray for the 
like gift. when we are to Peak for the e- 


ternal ſalvation of ſouls in the Word and | 


Dotrme ? Auguſt. de DoF, Chriſtiana. 
And again, ſaith he, hen the hour 5 
ome ( to preach) before he opens has 
_ let him lift up bis thirſting ſoul unto 
Goa. , 


eAnſw. It is undoubtedly a lauda- 
ble praCtice for every Preacher to'pray 
for the Divine Aſſiſtance in his S$ern'ons 


to the People, And rhis not on! y 0 
the 
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the publick prayers of the Church, buc 
in private alſo, betwixe God and his 
own ſoul; and this» as the Father dl. 
res, before he opens his mouth in 
publick, And ſuch was Queer Eſther's 
prayer in private, before {he publickly 
ſpake ro the King ; which makes rather 
againſt, than for the private prayer in 
publick for, and with the whole congre- 
gation. Sr. Auguſt, could nct be guilry 
of any ſuch practice; for ir was ag1inſt 
his judgment, being himſelf one of rhe 
Two Hundred Fathers of that Mzlevitar 
Ccuncel, wherein it was decreed, rhat 
no prayer ſhould be us'd in publich , but 
ſuch as were approv d in the Synod.Some- 
times This Farher did conclude his Ser 
mon with an Exhortation, conceived it: 
form of a Prayer, e g. Converſi,—Tarn- 
ing unto the Lord God, Father Almphty , 
let us render him all poſſible thanks,beſeech- 
ng hum of hs great mercy, that he wonld 
vouchſafe to hear our prayers , and expel! 
the Enemy from having any influence upon 


our thoughts and deſires, words and att:- 
ONns : 
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ons 3 that he would increaſe our faith, go- 
wcrn our minds, fill us with ſpiritual cogt- 
tations, and at laſt bring us to everlaſtin 


bappineſs through Jeſus Chriſt which 
35 not ſo much a Prayer, as an Invita- 
tion to Prayer, ſuitable to the Form 


preſcribed in the Canon of our Church. 


Objef. 117. The liberty or private 
prayer in publick is the way to make an 
able Miniſtry, whilſt thus they are pur 
on £0 exerciſe and improve rheir Mint- 
ſterlal gifts and graces. 


Anſw, Tis rather the way to make a 
Licentious, Fanatick ,_ Brain-ſick Mint- 
ftry, andin proceſs of time no Miniſtry 
at all 5 for from this practice it is rhar 
fo very many unlearned, unſtable ſouls, 
have taken up the trade, and proved as 
eminenr, at leaſt as well approved of 
 bythepeople for their gitt of Prayer, 
as the molt learned of their Tutorers 
therein, 

And whofbever ſhall impartially 
velgh 


weigh, and without prejudice conſider 
it, he, may obſerve, that this private 
prayer in publich, both in Church and ar 
homes is the very life and ſoul of thar 
Schiſm and Diviſion, which 1s ſtill 6 
perniciouſly kept up in this Church : 
Tis hereby maintained more than by 
preaching, and diſputes: Tis: from 
hence that Parties do call their Leaders 
Godly Miniſters, and themſelves the 
godly Brethren ;, the children that cry Abba 
Father, the choſen and familiar friend's of 
Goa, from their over-laucy and familiar 
converſe with God. This is that grear 
Idol, whom all the world of Non-con- 
formiſts on this ſide the pale of the Ro- 
man Church adore and worſhip,crying 
down the goodly frame of Gods wor- 
ſhip in his Church under the notion of 
Tdolatry, Superſtition, and Will-wor ſhip, 
thar-every one may ſet up his [dols in his 
own heart, tollow the (way of their own 
imaginations, 10 be guilty themſelves 
of that W ill.worſhth; which they falſly 
 1mpure to.the Church of Chriſt: 

Upon 
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Upan this. Rack many thouſands 
of Souls have ſuffered ſhipwrack, who 
have been otherwiſe piouſly inclined x 
For being taken with holy languape, re- 
ligious tone,and ſceming zeal of this or the 
other perſon in their private and con- 
ceived prayers, rhey have in reſpe& 
thereof {lighted and undervalued even 
the Celeitial Prayerot God the Son, all 


the cdivinely inſpired prayers of God - 


the Holy Ghoſt recorded in Holy 
Writ > wirh all the devout and excellent 
Prayers of the Church of Chriſt, which 
are framed afrer the patrern preſcribed 
by our Lord, commanded by the higher 
Powers, uſed by the devour people of 
God in all Ages > and whereby .many 
thouſand triumphant Saints in Heavens 
have pray'd themſelves into that bliſs. 
ful place of Ecernal Glory, 


After all this it would be conſide- 


red, | 
That, as every error in Religion is 

very prolifick in bringing forth many 

others 
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others of the ſame miſhapen ſtamp and 
nature; fo this erroneous way of divine 
worſhip; the uſe of a private Prayer in a 
publick, Congregation is alſo produftive 
of maty miſtakes , and falſhoods, and 
deformed ways of worſhip in the ma- 
nagemenr thereof : And 


x. Such private Prayers in publick are 
generally erroneous in the length of 
them: For that Long Prayers are un- 
lawfrl, is apparent 

Firſt, Becauſe they are prohibited 
by our Lord, Mat. 6. 7. When ye pray. 
uſe not vain repetitions : which cannor 
be underſtood of rhe ſame prayer re- 
peared, (which is falfly obje&ed againſt 
the prayers of the Church) for fe 
prayed our Lord himſelf, and his exam- 
ple ſurely contradicts not his Doctrine; 
whoſe Prayer» when moſt earneſt in 
his Defires, was the ſame three times 
repeated, anda very ſhort prayeralfo, 
Aat. 26. 4.4. By varn repetitions then 
muſt be meanr the repetitions of the 

F lame 
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ſame thifig-in other words. For” Firſt, 
ro uſe mu}titude of words, and variety 
of expreſlions in'prayer is vain 2. 2: 1u- 
perfluous, imperrinenr, and-to no par- 
poſe ; ſince our deſires may, and oughr 
to be expreſſed in few words, andper- 
tinent. Seconaly, ſuch are generally 
vain, 1.e, empty, and inſignificant, that 
have more notſe than weight, more 
ſound than ſenſe, ſerving only ro fill 
up thetime, ro amuſe the minds, 'and 
tickle the irching ears of the Hearetrs. . 

That ſuch kind of long Prayers are 
here forbidden by our Lord» is /mani- 
felt, | 

Secondly, From the parallel Text 
quoted in the Margin.. Eccleſ. 5. 2. Be 
not raſh with thy mouth, and let not" thy 
heart: be haſly to utter | any thing before 
God ; for God 1s in Heaven, and thou upon 
Enril, therefore let thu words be few, And 
th.s Text in the margin quotes another 
ro the-ſame purpole, Prov. 10. 19. In 
the , multitude of words there wanteth nat 
-ſin,but be that refraineth his lips is wiſe, 
| Third 
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Thirdly, From'rheccuſtom of the'Hea- 
Fern as ir follows, 'Ufe not vain repett- 
tions as the Heathen do; It was the;man- 
ner of the Hearhen;; faith the ordinary 
Gloſs. out of Cyprian, to endeavour ra. 
ther to be eloquent, than devout'in 
their. prayers; and-tb be loud and cla- 
morous, rather than« fervent and 'zea. 
lous. .' And example whereof we! have 
1 Kngs 18. 27, where:£lijeh mocks the 
Prieſts of Baal, calling/upon their Pak 
gan Deities : Cry alaud:.for he 15 a*Gou ; 
ether he us talking, or. be us purſuings| or he 
5 ina journey , or peradventure he 15.0» 
ſleep, and muſt be awaked. And: accor.. 
dingly they cryed aloud, thinking; as 
our Saviour here faith, that th ey: ſhould 
be heard for their much: Soaking And 
thereforeq as it follows; v.' 18. Be nut 
hike unto them. It is ſhame for Chtiſtj» 
ans.in the worſhip.of the True God, - 
be like the Heathen in rhe worſhip. of 
their fac and fe/2neaPeities. Our du- 
ty 1s, 10 endeavour: more for humility, 
purity,and fervency: im heart» than'tor 

F 2 elib, 
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glib, nimble, and voluble tongues-3 to 
pray, not with multicude of words, and 
variety of  phraſcs, bur with pertinent 
and pithy expreſſions 3 with ardency, 
and godly zeal: and the reaſon fol- 
lows. For | 

Your heavenly Father knoweth what 
things you ſtand tm need. of, before you ask. 
him :- He is every where prefent, and 
knoweth all things, even the ſecrets of 
all hearts, and therefore ro court him 
with /ong and loud Peayers implies our 
ignorance, or misbeliet of his perteQi- 
ons. 

Againſt ſach extravagancy inprayers 
our Lord preſcribes us a Form, ' with 
command ſaying > After this; mannes 
4 ray ye, verſ. 9. 2:e, as from the context 
1S manifeſt» not after the manner of the 
Hearnen, who think to be heard for 
zhetr much ſpeaking , but after this man- 
ner, 1.e. in few words, and ſuclias are 
pithy, and ro purpoſe. 

And, Thar tis the meaning of our 


Lordia this place;: thar all ourPrayers 
| ſhou'd 
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ſhould be ſhort, and nor much exceed- 
iog the length. of the Pattern he hath 
given us, is maniteſt, 

1. Not cnly from the Context ime 
partially weight'd and undertitoo0, but 

2, From the practice ot Chriſt's 
Church, which is undeniably the beſt 
and fur: ſt 'nterprecer of Chriſt's mean- 
ing in his wards and all rhe Prayers 
of the Church of Chriſt are, and ever 
we: eſuch inail Ages, in all places, a= 
mongit all perſons chat are called Chri- 
ftians: their Liturgies, or Publick 
prayers are ſhort and pithy, called 
therefore Collcas, as being ſo. many 


Collections of much matter in few 


words. | 
3. -Such are all. the Prayers of th: 


Holy and True Spirit of God, which 
ſtand opon record in Holy Writ, both 
for uſe, and imitation, v4. the whole 
Book of Pſalms, with many more - all 
which; though fome of them be long, 
asto the whole Plalm, or Hymn, yer 
they are divided by Verſes into fo ma+s 
ny ſhorter Prayers. 4. Long 


DO re Ir ——_ 
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4 Long Prayers. are not only for- 
bidden by our Lord,'as the cuſtom of 
the Kearhen, bur alſo frequently re. 
proved by him as .the praCtice of. the 
Hypocrites. 208 23. 14. Mar. 12, 
4 ©. Luke 12, 4.7. 

5. By —_ and manifold ſad expe- 
rience tis well Known, and hath been 
oftenobſerved, T hatall long,concei- 
ved prayers have been guilty-of mani- 
fold infhimities 5 light, vain, and un- 
feemly expreſſions , not fitting to be 
offered up to the All wiſe, All-glorious 
Majeſty of Heavenz yea many fal(- 
hoods, many impieries and profanati- 
ons, have been uttered in ſuch kind of 
prayers, and what have been contradi- 
Qory-to the Rehigrous Duties Wwe owe 
ta God and men. 

6. It ir be here ſaid, How.can we . 
be too long in our: Prayers, ſince our 
Lord. continned All night in priyer> 
Euke'6.12, and faith allo, that we 
oughra/way; to pray. \ani not t6; fat, 
Luke 18. 1, and bis one commatids, 

C 0ts 


. P'rY ni dCcoad? _ - - 


— ——_— : 
000 GD OO 


A 


ie Ca _ _ 


_ — —  ——— y__—— 


(43) 
Continue in Prayers, and watth, Col. 4. 
2. and pray without ceaſing, 1 Thel. 5. 
17. and how can theſe. Commands be 
obey'd without long prayer # 

Anſw, To this I anſwer, that there 
15 a great difference berween long 
prayers, and praying long. The one 1s 
unlawful , becauſe forbidden and re- 
prov'd by our Lord; the other is a 
Religious Duty, becauſe both - com- 
manded , and practis'd by him: and 
therefore St. Auguſtin ſaith, Oratio plus 
gemitibus quam ſermontbus agitur-, plus 
fletu quam afflatu : And tis thus, The 
Yparzt helpeth our Infirmities by quickning 
our Devorions, and inflamins our De- 
ſires 5 he maketh interceſſion for us, i. E. 
as the ſame Father, ſecrecly inclining 
our hearts to inrercede for our ſelves, 
with groanings that cannot be uttered, 
Rom.8.26. From which Text it is appa« 
rent (quite Contrary to the Enthufiaſts 
ſenſe thereof) thar tis inward groan- 
ings, nor oucrward bellowings 3 the in» 
ternal fervent Cefires of the Soul nor 

mul- 


(44) 
mutcitude of words, which is the proper 

work of the Koly Spirit in prayer. 

| The ordinary Gloſs our of St. Chry- 
l {oſtome asks the fame Queſtion : f'we 
muſt not uſe many words in our Prayers, 
| how ſhall we pray without ceafing , as tis 
l commanded s And anſwers out of rhe 
| ſame Father, That both are to he obſerv'd 
I in our Religious Devotions : viz. t. That 
| our Prayers be ſhort. And 2ly Frequent, 
{ and continued. So Chriſt hath both com- 
f manded, and alſo exemplified in his Perſo- 
nal Prayers. And St. Paul alſo, That 
our Prayers be ſhort, but often renewed 5 
n few words , but with great devotion y 
ending briefly, and beginning afreſh 5 leau« 
| ny ſome intervals, or [paces of twme for the 
I re-enquickening and enkindling the fire of 
"I fervor and holy eal in the Soul, And its 
4 added out of Gaſſianus 3 The Fathers @n- 
| | eerved it moſt uſeful to uſe ſhort, but fre— 

| 


quent Prayers. To be frequent, that our 
Souls may cleave the more [teddy unto God 
. by often adareſſes to his Majefby To be 
Jhort, that we may quench the fiery darts 


of 


” 
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of the Devil, who is moſt buſie to tempt us 
to dulneſs and deadneſs of heart in our 
Prayers z which he = eaſily effetts, when 
the Prayers we ſay, or hear, are long, aid 
continued withont any inrermaſſun. 

Tis recorded of thole Primitive 
Chriſtians in Egypt , who were moſt 
famous for their cranſcendent Devo. 
rions, and great Aufteriries in the ex- 
erciſe of Religious Duties, That their 
Prayers we many, andotren, night and 
day continued 5 and yet» that they were 
ſhort alſo : not only in their ſolemn 
Ailemblies, and publick Offices of Des» 
vorion , bur alſo, That rheir private 
Prayers were as {o many Raprures, and 
Ejaculations, or Defires, derted up into 
Heaven. For, as the Father ſaith there. 
upon, . b/it ab Oratione multa lobutio, ſed 
non deſit multa precatio, {i fervens perſe < 
veret intentto. Let not our Devotions be 
accompamed with much ſpeaking, but much 
praying, (o long as we can hold out in at- 
tention and fervency. 
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Theſe are the words of his In- 
ſcription, near the plac: where 
he was interr d in France. 
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| Qui hoc tantum Monumento ſuo 
i1nſcriby voluit Epicaphium. 


Fic jacet 


R- STEVVARD,; 


QuI 
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ECCLESL A. 


Obiit 149% Novemb. 1652. 
ATAT, LVIllÞ, 


| (1) 
| Hat it us not lawful for any Perſon, 
; * that hath recerved holy Orders inthe 
Church 'of England, to aſe any extem- 
. porary, or premeditated Prayers of hes 
own private compoſure, either before or 
after Sermon, or in the Church in the 


publick Worſhip and Service of God, but 
only the Liturgy (et forth and allowed. 


_ 


his own' ſolemn promife made to the 
Church, when he came to be ordained ; 

{ * and tharPromiſe is ſet down under his 
| _ hand, when he ſabſcribed the three Ar- 
| ticles, (contained in Canon 36.) rhe fe- 
cond whereof runs thns, Thar he will 

uſe the Service- Book preſcribed in Publick | 
prayer, and no other. 

; Secondly, ' Becauſe the uſe of fuch 
Prayers is direQly againſt an A& of 
Parliament, ##7- that for the UOmformity 

| 0 


] Firſt, Becauſe it is direRly againſt 


( 2 d] 

ef Common Prayers, which enjoyns per- 
emptorily under ſharp puniſhments, 
that no man ſhall uſe any other open 
Prayers than are mentioned and ſer 
forth in the ſaid:Book, © 

Thirdly , No man is tro preſume tro 
exerciſe any Office in the Church, ex- 
cepr he be called to ir, aS-ir was in 
Aaron. | 

Seeing therefore borh the -Church 
and Stare have cxpreſly enjoyn'd us to 
uſ: no Publick prayers, bur. the Litur- 
gy, (except his Majeſty give leave up» 
on extraordinary Occaſion -for rhe 
drawing up of Forms, which leave hath 
ground de Jure communi, both Eccleſia» 
ſtical, and Civil) it falloweth, that nei- 
ther Church nor Stare have given pow- 
et tO any to, vent themſclves. in ſuch 
open Prayers in the Church, becauſe 
they exprelly forbid, it. | 

To preſume then to uſe ſuch Prayers, 
contains in it a complication ot ſeveral 
10s. 

7, The Sig of Falſhood,,, or the 

breach 
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(3) 
breach of ſolemn Promiſe; confirm'd by 
ſubſcription of the Church. 

2, Tis an a of Diſobedience to the 
Higher Powers, and fo it is an expreſs 
ha againſt the Fifth Commandemenr. 

3. Tis an aQ of Injury, a«d Uſurpa. 
tion offered ro the Church, in preſum- 
ing ro thruſt themſelves into a ſicred 
Ottice, which ſuch men are not ro be 
intraſted wick, nor thought Hr at all to 
execute: for many may be able to diſ- 
courſe unto men» ( ſince if they chance 
there to fail in point of truth, or con- 
gruity, the matter is of leſs conſe. 
quence, bur the Church will bur cruſt 
bur few rhat ſhall lead Men, when they 


| ſpeak to God 3 becauſe there @ Fall- 


hood may prove an abomination in 
Speech, an Incongruicy may ſoon a- 

mount to a Blaſphemy. 6 
1 would glanly demand of any pru- 
dent perſon, whether he conceive, thar 
when the Church of Eng/and was if her 
greateſt gloty » the had ever in it 950b 
Perſons, an{werable to the 9900 Pari- 
ſhes, 


(4) 

ſhes, that were able to lead the people 
in prayer 2. Sad experience tells us the 
contrary, and informs us loudly enough 
of the Solceciſms,and Blaſphemies 3 and 
the ſame experience tells us, thar their 
Dire&ory helps them not ar this dead 
lift, nay it may often prove the greateſt 
impediment» f{ince were ſome weak 
men allowed as well their Matter as 
Words, they might perhaps come off 
with ſome tolerable approbation z bur 
being forced to confine themſelves to 
matter, which either they well under- 
ſtand nor, or are not ſo well us'd to 
ſpeak of, their Prayers are oftentimes 
vain and ridiculous, or, which is worſe, 
erroneous and blaſphemous. 

The licentiouſneſs of Devorion (thar 
each private Prieſt durſt adventure to 
leaq others in Publick prayer) breeding 
preat- diſturbance in the Primitive 
Church, brought the Fathers ro decree 
thus, in the {«cond Council of Meviy, 
(where.St, Auſtin fate, as appears by 
the Subſcription ) That no Publick 

pray” 


* 
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Prayers ſhould be offered up to God, 
that had not beeh approv'd'of in a 
Council 3 or leaſt agreed np6n by the 
more diſcreet ſort of men. Ne forte al:- 
quid contra fidem, vel per ignorantiam, vel 
per minus ſtudium k compolitum + Leſt 
eather through 1gnorance, or want of good 
parns, the publick Faith might reterve hurt 
by ſuch Prayers. Now , beſides other 
hurts which the Church of 'Englvnd 
hath received by this unlawtnl courſe, 
all know thar ſhe hath received one re- 
markable miſchief in the negleEt and 
ſcorn of her Liturgy. For when'Cart- 
wright, the Puritan Incendiary, ſaw he 
wanted Power, either to extirpare or 
tro alter our eſtabliſhed Book of Common 
Prayer, he was the firſt durſt boldly uſe 
this forbidden Knell of Devotion 5; and 
rhole that followed him improved iu to 
{o.great an height, by poſting over-our 
Liturgy with ſo-much careleſneſs and 
ſcorn, and by giving all the Advanta» 
gesS to thole Forms of their own, both 
of the Voice, and of the Eyes, and of 

H 2 the 
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the Hand 5 that the People began e're 
long to think, that the reading of the 
Lirurgy was but an uſeleſs rask im- 
pos'd by the Church onthe Prieſts ; but 
that they as 5 Ag AY Gad,it they 
came when the Pſalms were finging, 
becauſe, beſides that they ſerved God, 
and had the b:nefit of a Sermon, they 
heard a long Prayer alſo, fet out with 
all the Devarion, and all the advantage 
that it could poſlibly receive, from the 
Art or from the natural good pares of 
the perſon who coampos'd ir. So thar he 
who will needs continue the uſe of 
theſe forbidden prayers in the Pulpir, 
rakes the readieft courſe (as much as in 
him lies) for the rooting ont the pub= 
lick Lnurgy. 

L ſuppoſe, thar theſe men do not at 
all like the courſe which the Indepen- 
dants now uſe in Prayer, who permir 
this extemporary or voluntary way, vot 
only to the Prieſts, bur to rhe Soldt- 
erS,and rothe Mechanicks ; and1I ima» 


Yine a main caule of their miſtakes to 
be. 


(7) 
be, becanſe fuch an Office is intraded 
on by rhoſ” men, who have nor juſt 
authority to perſorm it. © But then, if 
they would conſider things well, rhey- 
would cafily finds that this vfe of for- 
bidden Prayer hath meramorphovd 
them into independants, fince they 
have no more - 2Wwhority ro compole 
ſuch Forms from - rhat  Apoſtolical 
Church ther ordained them, than cirher 
rhat perion hath, who is now imployed 
ro make Shocs, or that other kE.ccleſt- 
aftick»whoſe Formalitiesare a Beltand 
a Buff=Jerkin. Ir may be faid perhaps, 
that many Churchmen both of great 
knowledge, and great place,have them- 
ſelves us'd theſe forms of Prayer, and 
upon that ground why may not they F 
Truly,it roargue thus were concluding, 
it might focn free vs, not only from 
the ties of many Engliſh laws, bur from 
the obligation of the Decalogue it ſelf; 
which, without atl doubt, is broken 
often enough, nor only by rhoſe of the 


common ſort but by men of great Place 
and 
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and Knowledge. Bur we. muſt diſtin- 
guiſh berween Conſuetudo, and Corrupte- 
fa, and ſo learn, that Uſages taken up 
againſt preſs-written Laws are Corrup- 
t:ens, but not juſtifiable Cuſtoms, 

One thing | ſhall adde more, and it 
is a (hott Diſcourſe, How the Pulpit- 
Forms of Prayer were brought into the 
Church of England. We muſt know 
then, rhatinthe time of Popery, the 
manner commonly was ro uſe rhe Lords 
Prazer, orelle an Ave Maria before 
Sermon 5 ſo that when Edward the 
Jzxth came to compoſe his InjunCtions, 
he made choice (as he had good reaſon) 
of the Lords Prayer for that purpoſe. 
Bur becauſe ir was thought fit, that the 
King's juſt Supremacy in; Eccleſiaſtical 
things ſhonld be ar rhe lea(lt weekly 
publithed to the People, ir was thought 
expedient to premiſe to the Pater na- 


fter. a Form (as his Injun&ion tiles ir) 


of Bidding Prayer ; wherein the Pricft 
Was not to ſpeak ro God, bur only ro 
the People, exhotting them to pray in- 

ſtantly 


Charles, by the Grace of God King of Eng- 


Bud i 

ſtantly for ſach and ſuch perſons, bur 
he prayed [not to God at all, untill he 
cloſed with the Lords Prayer. This was 
likewiſe confirm'd in the Injunctions 
of Queen El:;abeth, and expreſly call'd 
the Form of Bidding Prayer. And when 
King James of bleiſed memory turn'd 
thoſe Injundtions into Canons, his Law 
rans (Canon 55.) Thar Miniſters ſhould 
move the People to joyn with him in 
Prayer, 4. in this Form of Bidding 
Prayer 5 Ye ſhall pray for Chriſts Caths- 
lick Church &c. concluding always with the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Now let any indifferent man judge: 
Are Exhorrations proper Forms of 
Prayer? Nay, ler a diſcerning man 
conſider it well, and it will appear, thar 
things there prudently ſpoken by way 
of Exhortation, and Narration, would 
prove very abſurd in Prayer. How 
fond would it appear, to tell the great 
GOD of Heaven of the Kings moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty , our Sovereign Lord 


and, 


(ro) 


dand, &c. or, as ſpme do oft tell GOD 
of ach a Lord, Earl of fach a Place, 
and Baron of another, and of his Maje» 
ties Honourable Privy Councel, and 
his very good Lord &c. And yer when 
we do but exhort them co joya their 
Prayers, {uch Clauſes may not be unfir. 
I can ſcarce rhink of any other way to 
detend them; and yer tis true thar this 
Form is there, viz. Can. 55. calPd Pray. 
er before Sermon, and fo ir 1s, becauſe 
we then ſay together with the Prea- 
cher the Lords Prayer, to thoſe very 
purpoſes he exhorts. And they well 
know, who know Divinity, rhat all 
kinds of Prayer are reducible to thar 
holy Form ; but ir follows nor, that 
the Preacher's Exhortation is a Pray- 
er, for rhat he then ſpeaks not at all ro 
God himlelf bur eo che People. Indeed 
upon 4n occahon extraordinary it is a 
Prayer of no oidinary compoſition, and 
therefore call'd che Form of Bradinp 
Prayer both by a reform'd King, and a 
very glorious Queen» and yer ae fatto 


miſ- 
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miſns'd by an itching Paritanical pare 
ty ; art firſt (no doubt) by Cunning, 
and Deſign, and afrerwards : as : verily 
think for the moſt part) by a miſtake 
of that bad end to which it drove; or 
by inadvertency of the law, Bur it is 
moſt apparent , that ſuch forbidden 
Prayers are an eſpecial means to eat our 
the whole Engliſh Liturgy. 
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When thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as 
the Hypocrites, &c. Matth, 6. $. 
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A Diſcourſe of the Difference be- 
twixt Long Prayers prohibie 
ted, and courinuance in Pray- 
ers commanded. 


T Hey who are true members of 
Chriſt's Church below, are con- 
form to rhe glorious Slinrs in Heaven 
above :* they co the will of God on 
Earth, as tis 1n Heaven, Þ and that's un- 
doubredly the way to Heaven: We 
cannot poſi bly loſe our way thither, 
whiiſt we foilow their ſteps» who are 
thicher gone before us. 

Thole Triumph2nr Saints in Hea- 
ven reſt nor day nor night, ſaying» 
Holy, Holy. Holy, Lord God < Almighty. 
Whereunto conforms the man after 
God's own hearr, ſaying, O Lord God of 
my ſalvation, I have cryed day and might © 
before thee.4 Qur Lord commends it as 


 @ Exod, 25 .40. Als 7, 44. Heb. 6.11, 
b Maith.6.11. © 1ſ, 6.3. Kev.g.s, 4 P/. 88-1, 
4 


(2) 
a duty incumbent, thar men ought al- 
ways to pray®*: and by his Apoſtle 
commands ir poſitively, Pray without 
ceaſing. b Crving thanks always :< Praying 
alway with all prayer and ':upplication. 4 
But theſe Examples and Cotnmands 
are nor ſo to be nnderſtoog, as 1t we 
ſhould do nothing eiſe bur pray. which 
was an old Hereſy of the Meſialians,. nd 
Euchites ©, long fince condemnet? by 
the Church of Chriſt, as being « thirg 
impoſhbleto pray wichourt ceaſing. un 
the bare literal- ſenſe, becauit this cor= 
ruptible body prefſech down the ſoul, 
and corporal neceflities do call for ſup- 
ply - Neither yet, that we ihould make 
long Prayers, whicl is the new error, 
and great miſtake of theſe times; the 
which, though 2-necally the moſt uſed, 
and b:t liked, a; >:ing ſer of wich the 
paint of a ſceming zcle,and pretzace of 
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em 


a Luk, 18.4, b 1 Theſ, 5.43. c Epheſ, 5. 
20, d Epheſ. 6.15, 0 3, Aus, lids ber. 1 heod, 
Eeel,bift, 1. 4.6, I'D. == 
| the 
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{ribed, will appear 
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. the Spirit, yet the unlawlſulneſs, of 


ſuch long Prayers will appear,if we will 
withouc prejudice and partiality conſi- 
der» that 

1. They are forbidden bv our Lord, 
ſaying, When ye pray, uſe not vain repe- 
fittons, Matth. 6. 7. in which words our 
Lord means not, the fame prayers re- 
peared, (as is falfly objected againſt the 
Prayers of the Church,) for thus our 
Lord prayed himſclt, 24atth. 26. 39. 44+ 
where his Prayer was ſhort, and three 
times repeated. 

And therefore undoubredly, by vain 
repetitions in praying, is underſtood 
multitude of Words, and variety of 
expreſſions to the ſame purpoſe, or ra- 
ther to no purpoſe z ſince our Deſires 
both may and ought to be expreſſed in 
few wordsand pertinent, according to 
the pattern our Lord hath given US: 

And that tis themeaning of our Lord, 
when he faith, After this manner pray 
$e> that our Prayers ſhould be generally 
formed to the length of his Prayer pre- 

I. 


"C4) 


r. From the' Context, if ſeriouſly: . 


weighed, and' rightly | underſtood ; 
wherein is manifeſt, that rhe manner of 
praying by ſuch a ſhort Form, is com= 
manded in oppoſition to the Heatheniſh 
uſe of much ſpeaking in Prayer. 

2. From the Parallel-Texr in the 
Margin, Ecc/eſ. 5.2 Be not: raſh with 
thy Mouth, and let nat thy Heart. be: haſty 
ta utter any thing befare God, far:God 15 in 
Heaven, and thou upon Earth, :and there = 
fore letrthy words befew. |. | 

3- From the Prayers of Chriſt's 
Church, which are in. 31 Liturpies of 
the Chriſtian World, for the; moſt pure 
of che ſame . length3 and ſurely, the 
general Praftice of the Church is the 
beſt Interpreter of the Scriprure.-:-, _ , 

4- Such are generally alſo all the 
Prayers of the Holy Spirit-'of God 
which ſtand ' upon -Record in Holy 
Wrir, \ viz. the Book of Þlalms,. with 
many more: } We meet with none that 
are of ſuch. a continued length, /as are 
in uſe amongſt us, bur;they arciall di- 

| | vided 
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vided; by diſtin Verſes, into ſo maty 
ſeveral (ſhorter Prayers. | 

_ Long'iPrayers are forbidden by cur 
Lord, becauſe ſach is the cuſtom of the' 
Heathen» { 4s the Heathen do, Matth. 6. 
7. ] who mind more the Oratory and 
Language, Tone and Pronunriation, 
than the'Humiliry and Devotion of the 
Soul in prayer : and tis much misbe- 
coming- Chriſtians to worſhip the true 
God, as the Heathen do their falſe and 
feigned' Deities. And | 

_ Becavſe they imply a falſe notion of 
the: Majeſty of Heayen, and a misbe- 
lief of his Divine perfedions ; as if he 
were aſleep, and muſt be awakened, or 
did at afiderſtzand our Wants and De” 
ſires, or; being otherwiſe imployed, he 


- could niot'attend our Petitions, except 


inmultitade of Words expreſt.andJoud 
bawling for. audience : So prayed the 
Prieſts of Baal, 1 Kings 18. 27. and fo 
ſaith' our Lord of all Heathen people. 
that they think they ſhall be' heard for 
their mich ſpeaking 5 which'is gireCt- 

K ly 
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ly cantrary.to the true faith of a Chtt= 
ſtian, who believerh and acknowledg- 
eth the, Omniſcience, and Omnipre- 
ſence of God, ' as ict follows in! the 
Eighth verſe, Your Heavenly; Father 
Fri what things you ſtand in need of, 

efore.you ark : which Divine Truth: is 
implicately, denied by loud and! long 
Prayers. ,, | gt | 

. Long-prayers are not ouly forbidden 
by our, Lord, as the cuſtom of the Hea« 
then, bur alſo frequently reproved by 
him as the praftice of. the ypoerates, 
who love ro ſtand praying.in the Syne”- 
gogues, and . in.the; corners - of. the 
Streets, thar they:may be ſeen af Men, 
that, they may be, taken notice of for 
Godly men, defiring rather to-ſcem, 
than really to be Religious, loving the; 
prajſe of Men more than the praiſe of 
GOD. Matth. 6.5.c, 23.14. Mark 12. 
40» Luke 20. 47- Job. 22. 43: 

_To pray continually then, is neicher 
ro be underſtood of do;ng nothingelſe 
but pray, por yet of uſing, /ong prayers3 

| the 


LY 
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the one being prohibirzed by our Lords 


and the” ocher 'condemned by this 


Church; - bur in this and the like Fx« 
 preflions is commanded | | 


The intenſe Devotion of rhe Soul in 
Prayer: So our Lord expounds his 
on Command, that men ovghr al- 
ways r0 pray, Viz. that they faint not, 
Luke 18.1.-to wit, for want of thar ho- 
ly tervour and devour zeal, which is 
the life and ſoul of an effeual Prayer. 
And this ſame Celeſtial fire of holy 
Zeal in prayer, ſpends nor it felf in 
mulcirude of Words, and much b:bling 
of the Lips, bur is expreſſed in Fghs 
and gr0ans which cannot be uttered, Rom. 
8.8. 26. which are truly the Breathings 
of rhe holy Spiric of God in prayer, 
who dwels nor upon the Tongue » but 
inthe Heart, - 

To pray continnally, «njoyns rhe 
conſtanc, and continued returns of this 
holy Duiy; rhar we loſe no1ime,neg*< 
|: no-opportuniry either of the Pub- 
lick prayers of the Church, or of pti- 
hs K 23 vate 
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vate prayer » and Cloſet-Devotions, 
upon the ſet, ſolemn, and accuſtomed 
times thereof 3 .remembring, -that- the 
Twne only, which is imployed in rhe {a+ 
cred Acts of Piety towards God, and 
Charity towards Man, is redeemed » our 
of the all-devouring jaws of Death, and 
dark Oblivion, to be the Seminary of a 
bleſſed Eterniry, > when tyme. ſhall be no 
more. Tis to this end our Lord com- 
mands us to watch and prays by our 
conſtant prayers at Evening »: at Mid» 
night, ar the, Cock.crowings and in 
the Morning, to watch for the coming 
of our Lord,to put an end to Fime, and 
roallrhar is by. Time limited and cir« 
cumſcribed. - 
- Thar we ought always to pray, 2. 6. 
(day rhe Fathers upon the Text) at 
thoſe appointed Hours obſeryed by the 
Church of God, both under the Law - 
called therefore the Hours of the Tem. 
ple, and under-the Goſpel, called the 
: Epbeſ. 5, 6. b. Gu/-6./8; Mark 2: 356: 

DD Io Cap 
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Canonical Hours: ſo generally obſer- 


ved tormerly of a}l-devour Chriſtians, 
that, St. Hierome , | Epiſt. ad Euftor. ] 
with his Quy reſet, rakes it for gran» 
ted» that no Godly Chriſtian is either 
jgrorant or 'negligent in the obferva+- 
tion of fuch Rours, as being probably 
obſerved by holy David , or from his 
example derived »' faying of his own 
daily praCtice » Pſal. 119. 164. Seven 
times a dny do I praiſe thee, becauſe of thy 
righteous judgments, ' © | 

To conrinue in prayer, 1s to have 
our Hearts ſo inflamed with the love of 
Gods-a$ to be in a continual diſpe fition 
topray3 and this nor cnly at all fet 
and accuſtotned times, but at all times, 
and uponall occaſions and objects pre- 
ſented, to raiſe up our ſouls upon the 
Spiritual wings of holy Medirzyions, 
celeſtial AﬀeCQtions, devout Colto- 
quies, and Ejaculatory convetfes with 
Heaven. | 

Thus Enoch walked with God, and 
was tranſlated, Gen, 5. 24. nay 5. 
va T tus 


| 
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Thus King David profeſſeth, I have [ot 
God always before me: Pal. 16. g.- And, 
I will groe thanks unto the Lord, fi praiſe 
ſhall ever be in my mouth: Pl. 24,1. No 
time omitted, Evening, and Mornng, 
and Noon-day : Pf. 55. 17, 18. Early 
and late, P1,63.1,7. No place prerer- 
mitted; in the W:lderneſs, in the land 
of Jordan, and the unbeaten paths of 
Flermon. PC. g2. 8. 

Tis the great and conſtans. imploy- 
ment of a true Chriſtian's life, rode» 
pend upon God, to fix all our tiopess all 
our Joy, and Conſolation 3 all that we 
can reaſonably defire to enjcy condu- 
cing to our happineſs-both in'this, and 
In the other world 5 in God alone, who 
is the Beginning, che Mean» and | the 
End of our Being. 

In the firſt and pureſt times of Chri- 
ſianity, while che blood of Chriſt was 
yet warm, and more inflamed the Souls 
of rrue Believers,rhan in theſe later and 
colder times 5 then were the: hearts of 
the Religious contigyaily in Heaven, 


by 
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by holy and Divine Aſpirations, eved 
when. their hauds were imployed in atiy 
and every <f their works gpon earrh. 
So the Divine Ephrem, Stve opererss, [i 
vt ſedens, froe comedas, ln all thy 
works, even in taring, and Drinking; 
and Travelling, fiiting, going, ſtand- 
ing» lying, — Pray without ceaſing ; Take 
hint from every thing thonſecſt, hear-' 
eſt, raſteſt, — ro lift up thy heart uato 
God, and refer all ro his glory. 

Tis recorded of Sr. Bartholomew the 
Apoſtle, that he prayed an hundred 
times in a day, and an hundred times 
in the night alſo. q 

Epbrem, tom* 1, Homil. de Orando De- 
um. Yo the great St." Baſil, Hom, in $. 
Jude, So St. Chryſoft.' Hom. 23. in Mat. 

St. Eterom protcierh of himſelf, thar 
often on the rops of Mountains, ang: in 
hollow Valleys; and craggy Rocks , 
with eyes lifred up to Heaven and 
flowing with tears, he ponred forth his 
ſoul in holy prayers, and' meditations. 
S: Ezerom, Ep. ad Euftor,-$o medita - 


(12) 
>. ow ; edi Domaine, mediter per 
ne ceſſ >. Ter ſentiam per ſpe + 
wy Le IT e alloquar— Aug. Med. 
«Q that I could meditate upon. Thee » 
« 0 Lord, through, the whole day, and 
«not:ceale to be affected with» thee in 
« the night; my ſpirit ſpeaking unto 
« thee> .and. my -mind converſing with 
© thee alway, and alone! Blefled are'\ 
* rhey- who think of — ſpeak of 
' nothing, but. the-Lord ; who love nor: 
. thing above thee; defire .nothingbe- 
 fides .thee; Bleſſed are they, , whoſe 
« Hope alone is the Lord, andall whoſe. 
© Work is Praver.. And ſeveral of the 
devout. Fathers compured all. thar rime 
loſt, wherein; God: was -not-in (their 
minds,. and memories: And- there is 
great, reaſon for ic, as the ſame St, Ar- 
ſtin meditatesy For as there is. no mo= 
megr-of Time, wherein. we enjoy nor 
the. ſweet influences of the «divine 
Goodeels, and ſtagd. in-need alfo. of 
7s pert Preſence withouss. ſo 
= ould be ao times woes we 
ave 
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have not God tn our thoughts. Aug. in 
Marcum. Wazt on thy God continually. 
Hoſ: 12. 16. Seek the Lord, and bus 
ffrength 3 ſeth his face evermore. I \. 105, 
4+ Thus St. Pax, and truly devour 
Chriſtians with him. have therr conver-« 
ſation m Heaven, Phil. 2. 20 whilſt they 
are upon Earth; ahd that's the way 
ſurely to have our conſummation in 
Heaven, when we ſhall be taken trong 
the Earth. 
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MEDITATIONS 


UPON 


Our going to CHURCH, with 
ſome ſhorc DiceQions tor our 
Demeanour in the Houſe of 
GOD, tou hing ſome too 

much i. and neglected 
Acs of Divine W or{hip. 


es — 


wn —— 


4s for me, [ will come into thy Houſe in the 
wmulitude of thy CHMercies ; and in thy fear will 
I worſhip towards thy Holy Temple. Pl. $. 7: 
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Printed hy L, Lichfie{4, Printer ro the Uni* 
ve:lity, tor Richard Sherlock, Boo..ſelter, 
In ch2 Year 1654 * 


(x) 
MEDITATIONS upon owr going, to 
Church 5 with ſome jhert Directions for 


your Demeanour in the Houſe, and in the 
Serwice of GOD. 


[ Pon your going to Church, three 
things will be neceflary for you 
to conſider: x. The Condition of the 
Place whither you. are going, 2+ The 
great End of your going thither, and 
q: How ther you are to demean your 
tif. AM this you would conſider, if 
you were ging, to, the Patace of an 
earthly Prince, who is bur a mortal 
man, like your (elf; and you ſarely 
have much more reaſon yo conſider 
the particulars, now that you are going 
unto-rhe Courts of che Lord's houle. 
Firſt then, aS to the Houſe whither 
you are going, tis ingeed, as tots Fa- 
brigk, bye like other houſes, made of 
Woo 
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wood and ftone; [even as the Lord's 
day is bar like" other days, :as'*to' rhe 
airand light ot heaven :] but the-rela- 
tive holineſs of this Houſe, and its emi- 
nency above other houſes, -will appear 
by rhe Names whereby it is called, both 
inche Book, and by the people of God. 

Under the Law, it was called the 
T abernacle of the Congregation, i. e, the 
place of God's meeting with his people 
the Temple of the Lord, whete ht pre. 
ſents himſelf ro che concemplarion or 
view of his Worth:ppers, fitting 'be- 
rwixt the Cherubims as on his throne 
of State. Tis alſo called the' Santtaary 
of the Lord, the Houſe of God, the Habi- 
tation of his Holineſs' and the place where 
hu Honour dwelleth, 'All which Names 
do explain each other, and need no In- 
rerpretation. ©! © ! 

Under the Goſpebtis called ”rxianne 
7 vw, the Church of God 5 Koziery tht 
Lord's Houſe 5 tavinicd, the King's Pa- 
lace; and Oratortum, the Houſe- of: Prays 
en. Any of which'Names m—_—_ 
| | a 
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211 of them together conſidered). will 
oblige any man , who hath any. ſenſe 
of Religion, to obey that command. of 
God himſelf, which is not merely ce- 
remonial and rypica!, but moral and 
perpetual, Ye ſhall keep niy Sabbaths,and 
reverence my Santtuary. Lev. 19. 30s 
\ Secondly, As to the great end of your 
going to Church, ir 1s to pr. ſent your 
ſelf before the L ord, and there ta a» 
dore the grear Majeſty ct Heaven, trom 
whom you have your life, and breath» 
and all;things. | 

[t is nor to /erve your ſelf, by hear- 
ing this or t'other Fare or Miniſter 
rickling your. itching. cars, by his tak- 
wg Diſcourſes agreeable to your fan» 
Cys bur to ſerve the Lord is your Er- 
rand 10 his Houſe, | #/x, there to jJOyn 
with the Miniſter , and the Congrega- 
tion, 1n-publick prayets and pralles of 
God, in t falus, -anJ Hymns, and Spiti- 
wal ſongs, in; Confeſtens, Thankſgi- 
Vi: g--»and Benedictions, as wherein 
ehictly the Service of Gud conſiſts, ny 
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Bebeld, now praiſe the Lord, all noſes 
vants of the Lord ; ye that by nipht ftand 
in the Houſe of the Lard, even tn the Courts 
of the howſe of 'owr God. Lift up your hand: 
inthe Senftuary, and praiſes Lord, Pf. 
134. 1.3. 
o for me, 1 will worſhip towards 
holy Temple, and praiſe thy Name. — P1, 
I 2. 

 Erdy, As 10 your Cairiage and 
Demeanour in the _— God, you 
are commanded ;- Keep thy fogt, whett 
thou goeſt into the houſe 4 G2 Ecclel. 5. 
1. enjoyning.thee, Fir/tito beware of all 
lol unſeemly-- indecent, and irreve- 
rent 'cartiage, arid ito ſhew 'hamilieys 
and devotion in all the geſtures of eh 
Ourward man 4 down thy ſeit, 
and kneeling befote the Lord thy Maker þ 
PC. 94.6. Jefots hint, who made 'borh 
thy body, and foul, and joyned them 
rogether, thar t hey might be jo the pop in 
his Serviee.. S& deſypor cane 


2 Chron. 
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2 Chen, 5.3. And ſoall g eople 
reſalve to do: roi pole], 
nacles and fall law on our knees before his 


footftool. Pl, 132. 7. Secondly, | he foot 


of the Inward man muſt alſo, t&nd chief- 
ly» be pe upright in the houſe of Gods 
Thy AfeCtions are the fee:, or moti- 
08s of thy Soul : theſe muſt be kepr 
free from all ſecular cares, pure from 
2ll Cenfualluſts, clean from all wantons 
wicked inclinations, yea from all 
thoughts of any worldly conceras 3 for 
ye cannet ſerve God and Mammon. Mac. 
6, 24. 

In the High-prieſt's forchead was 
eagraveil in a plate of Gold, Halmneſs to 
the Lord, Exod. 28. 36. and every or-- 
digary Prieſt: was commanded to waſh. 
before he entred into the 'Sancuary 5: 
Exad. 30. 19, 10. intimating thay ex- 
aQt:Purity and Holineſs which is requis. 
red of all, bort\Prieſts and People, v hen' 
we approach the preſence of rhe Lord 
i his holy Temple $6 fairh rhe holy 
man of God, Hotneſs becomethoby houſe. 
oxy, M 0 


S6- 
0 Lords for ever, Pſ. 93, 5. and he res 
ſolves accordingly, / will waſh my hands 
m innocency, and ſo will 1. go to thine Al- 
zar. Pf. 26:6. . 

Be not ſJothful and neplig:nt, averſe 
and careleſs, backward and tardy in 
coming tothe Churchs-'for many and 
miſchievous are the ' conſequents - of 
coming late. For 1. you rob your ſelf 
of the . opportunity of your priv.re 
prayers for a Bleſſing upon the publick. 
2. Youloſethe b:nefir of the pub'ick 
Confefſion- and abſolution, which are 
of high <ſt-.em and value to all who 
are wif-ly! religious. And 2. ro deprive 
your felt wittingly and willingly ot any 
part of vod'spubick Worſhip, is both 
a ſin and a loſs of ſo great an accounts 
as cannot eaſily be expreft nor will be 
ordinarily beiteved. Againſt fuch frn« 
fal florh and negle& endeavour to have 
imprinted in your heart the love of 
God's Houſe, and of his Service there 
performed. ' Say with the man akter 
God's owg beart, ; 

Lord, 
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Lord, I have loved the habitatton of why 

Houſe, and the \place where thine honour 

awelleth. P( 26» 8. WM» K: 

1 was glad when they ſaid unto.me; We 
will go unto the houſe of the Lord. Þlalm 
12.2. 1, | 

Our feet ſtand in thy gates, 0 Jeruſa- 

, verl. 2. 


I. When you come to the Church 


doors 


(; Onfider, that you are now upon 
entrance into the Preſence cham- 
ber of the great King of the World, 
whoſe Throne of Glory is in Heaven a- 
bove, but his Throne of Grace in his 
Temple here b-low. Say thea within 
your ſelf. gl "Lt 
Surely the Lord is in this face. — 
How dreadful i thu place | Thus us 
none other but the houſe of God, this ts the 
gate of heaven. Gen. 28. 16,27. * | 
Hor amiable are thy Dwellings 1, thou 
Lord of hoſts ! M 2 My 
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My foul bath a defve and longiup toen- 
jen re of the.\Lord : my heart 
a rejoyce in the ltvt ——Þ F 
| Yi the Sor hath found = 

_ and the ks a 
| her young, even. t Ss 

reds; hoſts, my King and my God! - 

— ed are try whe who dwell in thy houft': 
they T; always be praiſing thee, Pl. 84- 
Is 2, 3» 4 

And moſt happy were I, couldT 
both eſteem ir, ad make ir my grea- 
teſt joy, and conſtant labour of love, to 
praiſe rhe-Lord | in his Temple. 


 W. When you ave ehtred,and view 
ts Bpalinn, or Foe. 


he 


GG hearty pals unto God ho 
-yeor Chriſtendom; that by = 
Baptiſm he harh calles you to the ſta 
of & Grace\and Salvation me Toſas 

Chriſt ; and "humbly -beſcech 


give: you: kis grace to- continge in ache 


(9 / 
fame to your lifes end, by the Teligivus 
obſervance of thar Vow!', which 'was 
fo ſolemnly raken in your Name, the 
which you muſt now perform ; that 
you forfeit 'nor the great priviledges » 
rewards, and honours, of being a mer)» 
ber of Chriſt, 2 child of Cod > and ai 
heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


ITI. When you view the Pulpit. 


Emember how many good Leſ- 
ſons you have received thence ; 
the which not being caretully praCtiſed, 
will riſe up in judgmear agaiaſt yon in 
the great'day of your Trial. Reſolve 
therefore, for the future, to be a Doer 
_of the Word, and nor a Hearer only, 

decerving your own Self, 


, 


LV. When yew look np towards 
the Altar, ſay, = 
V Hat reward ſhall I give unto the 


Lord, for all the benefits bc hath 
done unto mes EL. 
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I will recetve the cup of ſalvation,  [ of- 
fer the ſacrifice of phrgg poo for 
my Redemption, ] and cail upon the 
name of the Lord. 

1 will pay my Vows unto the Lord in the 
hight of all the people, in the Courts of the 
Lords houſe ; evenin the midſt of thee 0 
Jeruſalem. Praiſe the Lord, P\. 116. 12, 


13,14,18,19, 


Glory be to the Father— 
As ir was in the beginning— 


V. When you come to your Seat, 
kneeling down,pray, | 


A Prayer. 


_ ET thy merciful ears, O- Lord, be 
open to the prayers of thy humble 
ſervatits: and grant that what we ask 
faithfu'ly, we may obtain effeCtually, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. Prayer. 


(tr) 
IT. Prayer. 


Q God, for as much as without thee 

we are not able ro pleaſe thee» 
grant that thy Holy Spirir may in all 
chings dire and rule our hearts ; and 
more eſpecially be affiſtant ro us in all 
che holy ARions of this Day, through 
Jeſus Chriſt— 


TIT. Prayer. 


ND fince by reaſon of our fins we 
are unworthy to offer up any ſa- 
crifice toi ſo. pure a Majeſty 5 graft, 
merciful Lord, both to me; and to all 
thy faithful people, Pardon,and Peace: 
that being cleanſed from all cur ſins, 
we may terve thee with a quiet mind, 
through Jeſus Chriſt— 


uma 
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DIRECTIONS relating to ſome parts of 
the Publick Warſbip. 


A $S ſoon, 2s the Miniſter begins 
& 4. with the Publick Worſhip. all 
your Privace Medications and Prayers 
muſt be wayed, and your Mind applied 
to atrend. diligently, and'to- joyn des» 
vourly in every part and pallage of Di- 
vine Service; con{ideting , that rhis is 
rhe great end of your. coming to 
Church, and your bufineſs there 1s ro 
ſerve the Lord with your Chriſtian Bre- 
chren an Pablick. n 
3. Therefore when the Miniſter exe 
harts you, out of the Word of God, to 
canfels and acknowledg your fibs and; 
wigkedneſs, harden got your heart, bur 
ith all poſſible humilicy borh of Body 
and Soul ſay afrer the Miniſter 1a the 
Confeſſion of Sin : and to this, and ro 
every Prayer, or other Att of Divine 
Worthip, where tis preſcribed , n'g- 
le& not to ſay, Amen ; for that is,as 1 
30) | were 


{4 Ty ) y 
ere the: Seat to-confirm to your foud 
the benefits thereof. And the He- 
brews have 2 ſaying, that, Whoſoeyer 
fays Amen; with all his might; opens 
thedoorsof Parddiſe. 
_ 2 After the Conteffion, when the 
Miniſter'comes to the words of Abſos 
tutidh, bow down, your head, and ſay 
ſoftly iny our heart, Lord, let this Par- 
aon pronenced by thy Minſter fall upon 
out, and ſeal therrunto the firgrveneſs 


P_—_ IS ig? "hin 

3. The Plalms and Hymns are to be 
anſwered verſe by verſe with the Mi 
tiiſter, vhat fo all may joyn and bear a 
pait - eta ang _ boys m his 
Tem th every nan ſpe s He 
an; Pf. $9.9. Aad here, , although 
you cannot read, yet your Heart: may 
joyn with,them\ rhar do read 3 andyour 
Month alfo may ſhew forth the- Praiſe 
of God, by faying after every Plalins 
Glory be tothe Father, and to— or elſeif 
ir fallin'couſe, Arit wasen the baginuing» 


5 now—— adding always, ments 1a» 
y N | preſs 
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pres how affettionately you defire the 
Slory-of God. + 21! | 
--:0Benot fikkmtnor aſhamed- pubs 
lickly and audibly 'to make Confelion 
of the holy Chriſtian' Faith; when' you 
Fe rhereunto called: by-rthe- Miniſter ; 
for this'is a*duty yon owe bothto: God 
and Man-z/ it is.an:a&t of God's. Wor- 
ſb'p) and 2 Dectaration thar you hold 
theſame Fairch with all crae- Chriſtians : 
andtherfore tis required of..-you,. not 
only with the Heart to believe unto: tight- 
eouſneſs, but that: with the Muuth ailo 
Confeſſion be made unto ſalvation, - 

- And when the Confeflion: of Faith 
is publickly prontunced, dorinot you 
fit;or-loll; as if ir-coacerned you -nors 
bur/fand vp,-with |rhe reſt of the Con- 
gregation, to ſignjfie and-deelare,- that 


'yow/wilt fond to this; Faith, and ear 


weftly contend for ut;(a5 bring rheſame 
which "was once g1e#n to, 0r by, the Saints, 
the tioly, Apoſtles. . 

$1: Be'nor fo: cold: and careleſs in 
giving Honouc to God, as not-ro- bow 
#197; 5 at 


(13) 
ar the Name of JESOS';/ for tis #'dus 
iy ofitively comthanded; and Whivers 
:ly'practiſed by the'Ghu'chiand' ques 
ple of Godin all. ages. And [rheretbre 
give no ear tothoſe Yeecivable"Cririe 
cifins,' cotrupt Glofles? and falfe Infes 
rences, which are too fiequentlyy but 
profane!y, urged, to' mike void!the 
Commandement of God, in the erhif- 
ſion of this Religious PraRice: If you 
hear any ſuch Allezafions ont "of rhe 
Pulpit, deteſt them the rather, that a« 
ny Ac of Religious Worſhip ſhould be 
ſpoken againſt _in_the place, where 
whatever tends to the honour of God 
ſhould be magnified anc! advanced, 
6. Thar you may not be tired with 
&he length of Divine Servicr, confider 
1. the great variety of its ſeveral parts, 
as conſiſting of. Prayers, and Praiſes, 
Confeſſions, Thank(givings, Invitati» 
ons, Leliogs, 4 dmonitions,— all of 
which are with moſt admirable Pru- 
dence, and religious Wiſdom {o orde- 
red and contrived. to follow each os 
=. Chege 
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eþpr, ehar;ſ0 the enging gf ang, and he- 
ginging of anorbes; may renew and, re- 
engpicken Jour ;Deyouos , Sþearfully 
$0J0y9 i 

Remember 3. whoſe Service it js you 
we 2 doing}, and. Soatioge pherpin fe on | 
inmog [9 the | he wt har you 
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| ACt. 2o 28. 
Take heed to your ſelves, and to all the 


For era N the context we have 
Fe: AZIES. S- Paul uponhis Vi- 
BEI fication ar Muletus, 
WExy veri. 17.And the Vi 
i. fication rhis which 
= | is now holden with 
us, is Provinenl, all 
the Clergy of rhe Province of Epheſus. 
being coaven'd by this great Vilitor, 
and appear before him, ver/. 18. 
The Texi preſents you with 2 part» 
bue 


| 


5 A Viſitation Sermon; 
but *cis the principal part ofthe Yiſta- 
fron” Sermon, or as Tinay rather cail ir, 
The Viſitors charge to the Clergy of the Pro- 

vince, , T he fiiſt part of which charge is: 
hs x. Tak e heed to'your ſelves * To you 
my Au of the Glergy,is this charge 
more fifiQly given, then ro the Lainy * 
For tothe people God hath ippointed 
Paſtors who are commanded in the rext 
to take heed rothe charge committed 
ro them : But who ſhall feed and guide 
the Shepherds, who ſhall warch -6vet 
the Watchmen, or teachthe-l eachers? 

Te gre the ſalt of the earth but rf the ſalt 
have loft hrs —_ ; eE « be 

ſuket irs t "andfor vothi but 
to be raft out arttl aire fro F ment, 

Mat. 5. 13. 
© 2. Take heed to: your filvers is the 
firft, part of the charge, And ſecondly 
ro your Flock : The order obſerved in 
this e Chitge, is che next thing 

_ al, which is the fame 6bſerved 

our Lord hinifſelf,” in his. charge-to 
$! Pts and in hits all Paſtors of che 

Church 


+ 


em. 
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Church, ſaying Luc. 22. 32. When chow 
art converted, then afterward ſtr engthen 


thy Brethren,and John 21. 15. Simon, ſon 


of Jon loveſt thou me, and if ſo, it theni 
ollows, Feed my Sheep : Impliculy com- 
manding all Paſtors of his Fleck : Firſt 
to be themſelves truly converted anro 
God, and their ſouls inflamed with the 
ſacred fire oft Divine-l ove, and then 
they may hope that rheir pains will be 
ſucceſsful for the feeding and ſtrengthe- 
ning the Sheep of Chriſt : That rule of 
Righteouſneſs and Chariry which is the 
ſum of the ſecond Table of the I aw 
Thou fhalt love thy neighbor as thy ſelf, 
commands this order to be obſerved, 
To love thy ſelf arightin the firſt place, 
and then thy Neighbor as thy felf : Sr. 
Bernard thus beſpeaks every Shepherd 
of ſouls » Tu frater cui nondum eff, firma 
{arts propria ſalus, cut Charitas adhd 
nulla eſt, aut adeo tenera & arundinta, ut 
omni ſtatui cedat, om credat ſſiritut, om- 
m carcumiferatur vento dottrine, quanam 
dementia queſo, aliena curare, aut ambis 

O aut 
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aut aquieſcis ? And upon Cant. 1, 6, They 
have made me the keeper af the Vineyards, 


but mine own Vineyard have I not kept ; he 


ſeverely checks, and. reproves himlclf, 
that he had taken on him the Cure of 
of other mens ſouls, having norſuffici- 
ently cared for aud cured his own : £t 
miror—[ do much wonder (faith he) at 


| the Impudence of thoſe perſons, that thruſt 


themſelves to be Labouters in the. Lords 
Vineyard,whilſt thetr own Vineyard 1s over- 


grown with Bryars and therns: | he Leper 


unter the Law was commanded to have 
acqvering upon his upper lip, Lev. 13. 


4:3.\ut non docere altos preſumat — ſaith 


Heſychius : that no man preſume to 0- 
pen, /Þ:15 )ips in the Congregation, for 
the inſtruction of others, whois himſelf 
infeted with the Leproſy, either of in- 
ſuige/3 or error; for non eff cadentas alt« 
umengere. Plutarch : Itis not fora man 
thaties.in the dirt, to raiſe up another 


thence ; not, for a man that is aſleep 
in. his ſins, to awake others from-thar 
fpirkual fleep of death ; Thar Proverb 


remem- 


* A Pk... IR. SPLzY 
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In wg I” aa omg en ers 
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remembred by our Lord. ?hy/tzanheal 
thy ſelf," Luc. 4. 23. 18.'chi-fly «ppitable 
tothe Phyſician of ſouls/w'o mult be- 
gin at home, if he will work any cute 
upon the Sou's of others. 

3. Bur this isnot all, for thirdly'rhe 
Cure of a Paſtors ſoul, is a more diffi- 
cultrask $ as being robe perf: Et dina 
higher degree, then ordinarily can be 
expected from any of his Flock: Foras 
oxr office of Prieſthood, is more high, 
more eminent, morg hotly; fo ſh uld our 
Convert riot be, @*m «11430: Uarlowno 
Sr. Chsyſoſtom, De ſaterdotio, As Angels 
above men, as Shepherds above thert flocks 
as Maſters above their Scholars, [o ſhould 
a Biſhop -a Priejt a Paſtor exce! and tran- 


ſcend the people in wholſom- dottrine, and 


holineſs of life: fo the grear Greoory,T an- 
tum debet attionem popult, attio tranſcen« 
dere preſults, quantum diſtare ſolet @ gre» 
ge vita Paſtoris,— «ith much more to 
rhe (ame purpoſe, De cura Paſtorali: A 
book which was once tranſlated by the 
wiſeſt and greareſt of our Saxon Prin- 

Q 2 CES 1 
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ces 5 King A/fred, and by him commen- 

ded rothe Clergy of this Nation 4 and 

2 happy Clergy ſhould we be, an holy 

Prieſthood, 1t the ToſtruRions in that 

vc Book, were well obſerved a- 
us. 

4: Take heed to yourſelves and co 
all rhe Flock] and both theſe joynrly 
and ſeverally, 1a your ſelves: As tothe 
Janocence aad Hulineſs of your lives, as 
becometh good Chriſtians : And to your 
Flackaas Shepherds and Guides of ſouls: 
Under the Law, the Prieſts and Pro- 
phets of the Lordare frequently called 
the Angels of the Lord of hoſts, Jud, 2. 
1. Mel. 27. And under the Golpel.the 
Angcls of the Church of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1 1. 
10. Rev. 2.1.8. 12,— Andas we read 
oj the Angels on Jacobs Ladder, aſcend- 
ing and. deſcending trom heaven» Gen. 
28. 1:, ſo the Prieſts of the Lord 
ſhould firſt take heed ta themſelyes by a- 
ſcending with the Angels into heaven, 
having their hearts and affeRtions, their 
meditation and Conver/ation in _, 

| hil. 3. 


_—_— ————— 
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Phil. 2. 20. and withal take h#ed tothe 
flock, by deſcending with the Angels 
trom heaven<nriched with the word of 
Life, breaking unto them that bread 
which cometh down from heaven,and giveth 
life unto the world, John 6. 33. 

Pur this joynt charge is ſadly diſ- 
joyr'd and perverted, by fuch as take 
heed to themſelves indeed, bur "tis nor 
with the Angels to aſcend, but deſcend, 
only groveling in the duſt, and wallow- 
ing in the mire of Luxury, Rior, and 
Exceſs, Pride and Coverouſneſs, rhe 
pomps and vanities of the wor!d, and 
the finful luſts of the fleſh, which every 
one, even the meaneſt of their Flock, 
hath ſclemnly abjured, when by hcly 
Baptiſm admitred into the Fold of 
Chriſt. By ſuch as take heed to them+ 
ſelves,but "is nor in a ſpiritual bug car- 
ntl” ſenſe 5 who will look narrow!y 10 
themſelves, as to their worldly con- 
ceins, their Revenue and Income; but 
are to careleſs to the ſpiritual concerns 
both of themſelves and their Flock,/J/ho 


/ eeh 
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[eek their own, not the things which are 
Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. 2. 2 r. Caring more tor 
their Families at home, then for the 
Family of Chriſt, more for their bodily 
then for their ſpiritual relations, pro- 
viding better for their natural heirs, 
then their ſpiritual ſucceſſors in their 
reſpetive places: And in a word. by 
all ſuch as mind more the Benefice, then 
ihe office, mor: the Fleece then the 
Fiock: All ſuch do falſly wreſt, and 
wickedly pervert, this double charge 
of th- grear Viſitor in the Text + Take 
beed to your ſelves and to your Flock . To 
your ſelves, by being examples of holi- 
neſs co your Flock; And rc your Flock; 
as Sh:pherds, to feed and guide them, 
as Fathers 10 admoniſh and reprove 
them, and as Mothers to nouriſh and 
cheriſh them : For theſe are the f ur 
Eſſentials of a faithful Paſtor : Floline/s 
of life, ſoundneſs of Dottrine, «© hriſtian 
courage, Chriſtian Charity. 

5. Tu all che Flock ]not to rhe flock 
&t random2,nor t0 this, Or that pariicular 
Sheep, 
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Sheep » that fawns up-n the Shepherd, 
nor to this,or that Parry or Se which 
agrees with his Humours and Opiniensz 
bur, To all the Flock impartially, and 
without Hypocrifie, and this firſt affir- 
matively, to ioſtruEt the Ignorant, to 
ſtrengthen the weak, to conh'm the 
wavering, to reduce theerroneons, to 
viſit the the ſick, to comfort the afflit- 
ed, to bind up the broken in hearts to 
reprove the ſinful, and to reſtify agairſt 
the ſtubborn and diſobedient : Second» 
ly Negarnvely, not to break theb uiſed 
reed, and quench the ſmoaking flax, 
Mat, 12. 20. not toſow Fillows under 
all Atmholes, Ezek. 13. 18.Not to ſuffer 
them to ſetrle with eaſe, and withour 
reproof,upon the Lees of their ſfinS-and 
and the errors of their wayes: Not to 
claw the ſcabbed Sheep,and ſcratch the 
itch.ng ears, not totick!e and fomenr 
the petulant humors of rhe FaRtic us, not 
to pleaſe: thofe ſqueary Palates, who 
nauſeare the ſolid food of Gods publick 


ſolemn ſtanding worſhip, under the pro» 


phane 
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phane ſcurrilous name of Porridge, 
and for no other cauſ”, bur becauſe ir 
islike it ſelf evertheſ:m+, conttant ro 
it ſelf; Like the Glorious Sun in che 
Firmamenr, which ſhines every day 
rhe ſame; which renders ic a worſhip 
acceptable, as being herein moſt a- 
greeable to the Immutable nature of 
God, the Father of lights, with whom 
3 no variableneſs nor ſhadow of turnng, 
Jam. I. 17. But the Itch after novelttes 
in rhe Flock, and the Itch of popular ap- 
Plauſe or filthy Lucre in-the Paſtor, 
whilſt rhe one ſcrarches the Itch of rhe 
orher; Hence rhe purrid Scabs of Schiſm 
and Hereſfie in the Church, of Dizobed:- 
ence and Rebellion in the Kingdome, are 
engendred, 

Againſt all ſuch finfal Compliance, 
Take heed to your ſelves, "my Brethren 
take heed ro your ſelves, and ro your 
vows and promiſes, Sacerdotal and &c- 
clefiaſtical » confirmed by your rel- 
peftive Subſcriptions to the Articles 
and Canons of the Church, to the ln» 

juntions 
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junftions of your Metropolitan and 
izceſan,ro the Approbation and con 
ſtant uſe of the Liturgy of the Church, 
and of that onely in publick : In which 
laſt particular, wherein the greateſt 
part of Miniſterial Funien conſiſts, I 
cannot bur reſtifie in this Aſſembly, fo 
much concern'd therein : That there is 
utterly a fault among ſt us ; In that thoſe 
divine and excellent Prayers, and 
heavenly inſpired Praiſes of God» and 
that ancienr and conſtant way of Gods 
worſhip in Publick » is by many too 
much lighted and negleted, by many 
irreverently and indevoutly celebrated, 
by many mangled and maimed, cur- 
taild, abbreviated, and by the Addi- 
tions of others implicitly vilified : And 
generally almoſt by all ſecretly unders 
min'd; enervated and ſubverred by 
each mans private prayer in publick - 
The which privace prayer, whether 
before Sermon, or at any other time 
in the Congregation, doth not onely 
ſecrerly imply a defe@ in the Publick 

Þ Prayers 
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Prayers of the Church , which muſt 
(forſooth} be ſupplyed by mens private 
conceived ;prayers: | but alſo,. 'tis a 
diſorder and confuſion in the ſervice of 

God; - for ; thus publick and private 
prayer are coniounded, which our 
Lord Chriſt hath diſtinguiſhed and com- 


manded to be ſeperately obſerved, 10+ 
avoid Hypocrifte and vain-glory limi- * 


ting private Prayer to the private 
Cloſer, Moat. 6. 5, 6. and for avoiding 
Tautologies and impertinent bablings 
after the manner of rhe heathen, be 
preſcribcs'a ſer form to be usd in pubs 
lick, ver/. 2, 9g. We are commanded 
when we ca!l upon the Lord, to pay , 


. our vows to the moſt High, and then 


he will hear, Pſal. 50.14. Pur can any 
man think it probable, that God will 
hear, their Prayers, who ſacrilegioufly 
breaks their vows when they pray, by 
praying oth«rwiſe then they have vow - 
ed and promiſed ? thoſe promiſes 'alfo 
being agreeable to the Commands of 
Chriſt, and the orders of his Church # 
And 


DAP Wa ad. od iD ad 
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' And this undoubtedly ny many 
others, is not the leaſt carſe,ot lo many 
ſtray and - wandring- Skeep in \"every 
Flock». of ſo- many - giddy headed and 
tactious minded'men in every-Congre. 
gation,- of ſo many ſeperate Congre- 
gations or Convenricles in every Pariſh; 


.one' great cauſe hereof is the f/ſhood 


and treachery of the Shepherds, who 
in compliance with the noxious hu- 
mors of the diſeaſed part of thar Flock, 
take no heed ro themſelves, nor to the 
vows and promiſes they have made in 


. orderito the rjght and regular ex-ca:ion 


of their FunCtion,- in feed:ng of rhetr 


\ Flock: ſo for the iniquity and'irre- 


gular carriage of rhe Prieſts, rhe ſons of 
Eh in the ſacrifices of the TemplezMen 
abhorred the offering of the Lord, 1 'Sam. 
2.17, 

6. Put ſhould nor the Flock "rake 
heed to the Shepherd, as well as the 
Shepherd to the Flock s The duty of 
the one to the other (undoubredly is 
reciprocal > and the mutual Relation 
| P 2 © reſpeQtively 
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reſpeRively binding- Take heed. #0; 
ferd (ſaid the Lord to O_ 454 
Seayaale not the Levite, as long 45 thew 
voſt uþon the earth, Dewt. 12. 19.'-and 
Chap 14. 27. Fcdl, 7.30. Thereis no- 
thing more plainly aſſerted and more 
punCtually commanded in the book of 
God, then that the people ſhould take | 
heed to their Prieſts, the flock to rheir 
Shepherds, eſpecially ſuch as are Or. 
th. dox and holy, that they ſhould hear 
and obey. rheir voice, and make their 
Application and recauile untother, in 
all caſes of ygaorante-or doubring': For 
the Prieſts hips ſhould keep (ares 4 and 
they (the-peop'e) ſbowld ſeek the Law at 
hus mouth,” for he & the er (or rhe 
Angel of the Lord of Hefts, Mal. a. 7. 
Hae ſunt initta hereticorum, wt fibt place- 
ant, ©, repeſirum ſuperbo tumore cortem- 
nant,” Cypr. kb. 3. Ppiſt. ad Florent. 
Hence the Riſe of Hereticks in the 
Chorchwhen the people ſwelling with 
preſumption of their own knowledge, 
and pleaſing chemſclves in es 
* an 
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and opinions,proudly negleR and ſcorn 
to ſubmit co their directions, whom 
the Lord hath appointed ro be their 
Shepherds and Guides of their Souls : 
And thus even thus, the people of God 
fell into {dolatry, even that groſs and 
infamous [dolatry of the Golden Calf, 
when {lighting Moſes, and overawing 
Aaron the high Prieſt, they commanded 
him,who ſhould have commanded them, 
ſaying, Make us God to go before us, for 
as for this man \'oſts, we wot not what 85 
become of b1um, Numb. 22. 1. 

When the lame people were weary of 
the Govetament of Samuel the Prophet, 
and defired a King, the Lord {iid unro 
Samuel, They bavenot deſjuſed thee, but 
they have deſpiſed me,1 Sam. 8.7. Where» 
upon St. Gregory: Quam reverend: ſunt 
Paſteres optims Sanilz Ecclehe——how 
reverendly to be eſteemed are the Paſ- 
tors of holy Church, who whilſt they 
faithfully ſerve the Lord im the Execu- 
tion of their function, they are ſo cloſe- 
ly joyn'd unto him in the bang uf love, 

that 
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thar the leaſt flighr, diſeſteem or neg- 
le&, thar is caſt upon them, the Lord 
takes it as an injury to himſelf ;- So laid 
the Lord to his Apoſtles, - and in them 
to their Succeſſors : He that heareth you, 
beareth me ; and he that deſpiſeth you deſ- 
piſeth me,and he that deſpiſeth me,deſpiſeth 
bim that ſent me, Luc. 10. 16. And this 
duty, that the people ſhould take heed 
ro their Prieſts, is commanded under 
a {evere penalty, Deut. 17.8. If there 
ariſe a matter too hard for thee in Judp- 
ment, thou ſhalt ariſe and come unto the 
Praeſts, the Levites, and that man that will 
@v.preſumptuouſly,and will not hearken un= 
$0 the Prieſt, that ſtandeth to Meniſter—— 
even that man ſhall dye. And under the 
. Goſpel alſo the | lame. command 1s 
given, Heb. 13- x7. Ohey them that have 
the Rule over you, and ſubmit.younſelues, 
for they watch for your Souls. 

Bur norwithRanding theſe and many 
more commands, in the ſacred ſh ers of 
either Teſtament, yer is this Chriſtian 
duty flighted and generally —_— 
| an 
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and eſpecially by thoſe who pretend 
moſt ro the ſole Authority of the holy 
Scriptures, withour any Relationto the 
do@rine and Authority of che Church 
in the Interpretation thereof : There 
being many amongſt us in every Flock; 
who preſume to dire their Shepherds, 
guide their Guides / and reach cheir 
Teachers z who if they teach not, 
preach nor, pray not, - as they would 
have them, and conſonant ro their hu» 
mors and opinions ; they vill cenſure 
their dodrines, contema their direRi+. 
ons, revile their perſons, ſcandalize 
their profeſſion, and even ſnatch che 
holy Oracles our of their mouths, 'aad 
ſeparate themſelves into Convemticles, 
where they may heap ta themſelves Teach- 
ers after their luſts, having itching ears, 
and they turn away therr ears from the truth, 
and are turned unto fables s believing and 
delighting in lies, and vain empty pro- 
pheſyings which profit not, as was fore- 
told of fuch, 3 Tim. 4. 3, 4 
And having m-ntioned Conventicles, 
| 


18 A Viſitation Sermon. 
$ cannot but add a word of the danger 
of rhem, nor ſo much in order to the di- 
ſtu:bance of rhe peace of the Nation, 
leaving that to the S:cular Magiſtrate, 
but 1n order to the ſeduCtion of unwary 
and unſtable ſouls intro faiſhood and er- 
rors in Religion ; Yerily,verily T ſay unto 
you, he that entereth not m by the door inte 
the ſbeepfold , but climbeth up ſome other 
way, the ſame us a thief and a robber, Joh, 
10, 1,'Tis the practice of ſubrile thieves 
when they ſeize onthe honeſt Traveller 
to drag him out of the high road-way 
into hedges and by-places, the more ſe» 
curely and without interruption to robb 
and ſpoil him 5 fo the ſpiritual thieves, 
falſe Prophets,ringleaders of fation and 
fedition,do more eaſily ſeduce,and robb 
oor ſilly men and women of the ine- 
imaþle treaſares of cruth and obedi- 
ence, by drawing them from the open 
and Publick Aſſemblies of Gods people 
inhis hogſes of prayer, into By-places 
and lone honſes, where they may more 
ſecurely breath foith the ſpiritual In- 
tections 
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feftions,ſow the ſeeds of Schiſm and Se- 
dition - and whiſper their irreligious 
Treaſons, under the mask of Religion. 
In ſuch places they may ro their advan- 
rage vent and pur off their counterteic 
- ware, their falſe gloſſes, and mifinter= 
precations of holy Wric,and make rheir 
Apocryphal Comm -nrs upon Canoni= 
cal Scripuure, 'making'the- Holy Word 
of God to ſpeak nor what the *piric of 
God'intends therein, but what their 
faQious ſpirits and wild fancies would 
have it :+ Thet chere ſhould be ſuch 
falſe. Prophers in deſart places and pri- 
vate houſes, our | ord hath foretold, 
commanding all his diſciples not to be- 
_— DA pad _ , Mat. 24. Ne 
IWheref ore 1 unto is 
in the rr Bc ne behold he 6 tn 
the ſecret chamber, believe it not, SC. Aus» 
guſtine obſerves of the man tharfell a- 
mong thieves, and was robbed and 
wounded, Luc.10.30.S! non deſcendrſſet-« 
| If he had not been going down from Feru« 
{alems. the place of Gods T<mple, to 
Jericho a prophane and common _ 

c 


 ————— _ 
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he had eſcaped that ſad diſaſter : 'To 
teach all people ro beware how they 
leave the place which God hath choſen to 
put his name there the Temple and houſe 
of God, to convene in any common or 
prophane By-places, under pretence of 
Religion,, and the performance of holy 
duties in ſuch places? *'T was otherwiſe 
with the man afrey Gods own heart»Zſa. 
5. 7. As for me I mall come into thine houſe 
even upon the multitude of thy merctes, and 
mn thy fear will I wor/lup towards thy holy 
Temple. And with him refolvyes the 
whole body of Gods people,P/al. 1 34.7. 
We mill go into hu tabernacle, and fall law 
on our knees before 4; faotſtool : And not 
only this under the Law, bur under the 
Goſpel, Mark 11. 17, My houſe (not 
the houfes of men ſhalt be called the houſe 
of Prayer of all Nations: Not of the Jews 
as under the Law, but of the Gentiles 
alſo under the Goſpel, and'tis there e- 
ſpecially ia Gods own houſe, that he has 
pramiled to mcet his peoplesto b< in the 
midft of chem, to hear rheir prayers and 
bleſs them, To trach them his waies by 

| bo 


= a3'S VN ©S 


Fr 


3 < *»%, 0”. Ow 


ov iD ©@ Y © 


A Viſitation Sermon. 21 
his faithful audtrue Paſtors, and there 
C ina word } to diſpence all the'bleſſed 
means of grace and ſalvation to 
them, Deuteron. 12. 5,6. 11, I2, 13>14. 
1 Am. 8.29, 30. Mat. 18.20, Luc.19. 
46. 1Cor. 11.20, 

7. But the grand excuſe cf the wan- 
dring ſheep. and the cry of many Or- 
thodox alſo, is, The dtviſion of the Shep» 
heards, who being divided amongft 
themſelves, do lead their flocks into ſev- 
eral divided wayes of divine worſhip: 
And the generality of the flock being 
not wiſe enoagh ro know what way to 
rake; or whom moſt ſecurely to follow, 
they hereupon heap to themſelves T each- 
ers after thetr own Luſts, and with the 
Schilmatical Cormthians 1 ep. I cap. 13. 
verſ, Every one ſaith, I am of Paul, 1 am 
of Apollos,and I of Cephas, and I of rife 
one man, or Sed of men, liking rhis 
mans way of preaching and praying, 
another anothers ways and others none 
at all, bur independently rely upon rhe 
immediate teaching of Chriſt by his 
Spirit. and thus Secs and Diytlions 
at8 niultiplied, Q 2 This 
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This complaint is too true» and ſuch 
ſad effefts thereof roo evident, and if 
on ſopt will prove bitterneſs in the 
end. 

But would you know who be theſe 
divided Paſtors or Preachers, or Se&t- 
maſters rather y -the corrupt ſprings 
from whom all our polluted ſtreams of 
diviſions flowT hey are ſuch(in a word) 
as firſt divide from the Church of 
Chriſt in general (wherein they all a< 
gree) and then divide amongſt them- 
ſelves,igto particular SeCts, and Facti- 
ons, wherein they all differ : There is but 
one body and one ſpirit, Eph.4q, 4. one my- 
ſtical body of Chriſt which is his 
Church, and one ſpirit of truth, quick- 
ning this15 our body, and its members, 
and them onely : And as it follows,One 
Lord, one faith, one bapti{me, one God and 
father of all, who 15 above all, through all, 
and tn you all, verl. 5, 6. Inyou all, thar 
are members of this one body » and 
quickned with this one ſpirit, end en- 
aeavour te keep the untty of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace, which is the duty enforced 


from 
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from che premiſſes, ver/! 3, Contriris 
wiſe then ſuch, that divide from this 
one body the Church, imo ſevere! Sets 
and Factions, and (which neceſſarily 
follows) ſuch are not quickned with 
this one ſprrit, but each wah the fooliſb 
Prophets follow their own ſpirit, ELek. 13: 
3. whichche miſtake and mi. ret the 
Spirit of God 5 ſuch as worſhip,not this 
one Lord,as weare all commanded, with 
one month atid with ene mmd,Rom 25,6. 
Suchas hold not the Articles of this one 
faith, with one joynr unanimous Con» 
fent of truth ; Unto the unity of whreh 
fazth, till we all come, we cannot be perfeft 
men m Chriſt Jeſus : but are like children 
toſſed to and fro, and carried ahout with 
every wind. of” dottrine, Eph» 4.13, 14. 
Such areall falle Prophets, treacherous 
Shepherds, or in the Language of *ainr 
Panl,2 Corin.11.13,14.Such are all faife 
Apoſtles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themſelves mto the Apoſtles of C hriſt, ani 
no marvel, for Satan himſelf is transform- 
ed into an Angel of Light: \ may call them 
according co the metaphor of che 1ext,/ 
The 


24 A Viſitation Sermon. 

The Bellweath+ers of the F'ock, the 
Riogleaders of thoſe numerous Sedts , 
and daily incceafing divifions amongſt 
US- b 
And although each ſe& and diviſion 
muſt neceſlyrily be faiſc and erroneous, 
becayſe there is but one Truth-anJd one 
true way of Divine worthip, which is 
ever conſtant ro it (elf, yet hath each di- 
viſion it numerous to!:owers'ot the di- 
vided Flock: as filly ſheep when a gip 
is opened, foilgw cne another to the 
breach to ſtray trom their Paſture : So 
flock the people (it notreſtrained) into 
the ways of divition and error, if any 
$c-maiter but open a gap» and lead 
them the by ways of ſtraying from the 
Sheepfold of Chriſt ,' which is his 
Church . For ſuch alas, 1s theſad con- 
dition of mans corrupted and d-praved 
mind," as naturally to be more affeQ. d 
with <rior» (hen with the 7 ruth g more 
prone t0 believe lies, and more zealous 
in che maintenance of ta:ſhood, thrn ro 
believe and maintain the Truth :'1 was 
yer ſo, When the Prophets propheſie fal/ly, 


the 
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the people love to have it ſo, Jef. 5.'wlt. 
bur a ſad queſtion follows, What will yt 
do inthe end thereof? When the Prophers 
prophelie Lies, or (which is the ſame) 
do make and foment drvifions, and the 
peopte withal are affeted with rheit 
lyittg prophefies, and fide with them in 
their refpeive diviſions; ®r1$ eafie rhen 
ro prophefie aid forete!l the end theres 
of ro be raine and confuſion + If 4 kmp= 
dom be divided againſt it [EIf, that kingdom 
cannot fland, antl if & howſe be divided ts 
garnſt it ſ#lf, that houſe carinot ſtind;Mat. 
3. 24, 25- Not the houſe of God, n6t 
the family of Chriſt in what Kingdom 
- and Natiofi ſoever eſtabliſhed : All 
the Kingdoms and Nations in Chri- 
ſtendom, ancient and modern, from the 
61\{t ro theſe laſt and worſt of rifles, have 
felt, by ſad exp-riences rlie bitter effedts 
of diviſions anderrors in Religion  atid 
Rone Morethari our owrfv lately bleed» 
ing; even to the laſt gaſp of deaths and 
almoſt baryed in her own confuſjons 
which took beginning from rhe prophe- 
{ying of Li: s, arid overſprcading oi mil- 

fakes 
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makes and errgrs io Religiqn, ſowing 
the Seeds of SchiſmFactivn and $: digi» 
£0, in ſeparate and divided meerings. or 
Conyenticles in private z jay ned with a 
 {acrilegious vow-breaking performance 
of holy durics in Publick.  AJl which 
ow are as much, 1f not mote praiſed 
then ever ; ſome of whoſe Fators and 
Followers, do really mend, all do cer 
tainly tend ro involve this Church and 
Kinzdom, into the fad condition of in- 
teſtine war-bjood ' and Confuſion, from 
whetrize by the great m<1cy of God, we 
ſolately.eſcap.d. - 
and now to you, the Reverend per- 

ſons,who are come to vific us in our die 
gempers and, infirmities, £6 you it be- 
belongs, as much 4+ in you lies, ro give 
ſtopto our overflowing di-11tons: To re- 
{train our licentious exorbitancies, both 

in.do@rin: and practices in Praying and 

Preaching, and this, whether in the 
houſe of God, or in the houſes of men 

Et fat juftitia, ruat celum, 
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